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Have  a tumultuous  new  year! 


By  Victor  Miller 

The  year  1999  began  with  a race  for 
mayor  that  looked  like  it  would 
have  only  one  candidate.  We  were 
heading  towards  a coronation  rather  than  a 
contest.  Dissent  remained  the  province  of 
coffeehouse  grumblers,  career  protestors 
and  middle  class  policy  wonks.  the  usual 
disaffected  and  ineffective  political  play- 
ers who  give  San  Francisco  its  colorful 
campaigns  and  occasional  drama  but  not 
much  else. 

Soaring  housing  costs,  a crumbling 
city  infrastructure,  the  displacement  of 
working  and  middle  income  people  from 
the  city,  and  the  intractable  plight  of  thou- 
sands of  homeless  did  not  even  elicit  a blip 
on  the  radar  screens  of  those  who  pro- 
claimed “Dot  com  liber  alles. " 
Multimedia  needed  living  room  and  if 
somebody  else  was  already  living  in  it,  too 
bad.  The  digerati,  who  created  an  Intranet 
community  linking  people  all  over  the 
world  felt  a paradoxical  need  to  live  in 
close  physical  proximity  to  one  another, 
and  you  know  which  neighborhood  was  at 
the  top  of  their  list. 

The  Ammiano  write-in  campaign 
seemed  like  a Hail  Mar>  pass,  something 
thrown  up  in  the  last  seconds  of  the  game, 
a gesture  of  pride,  defiance  and  hope. 
When  this  almost  inadvertent  rebellion 
forced  a December  14  showdown  of  pop- 
ulism and  pomposity,  the  issues  of  eco- 
nomic justice  ^d  gentrification  moved 
from  stage  left  to  stage  center.  The  cam- 
paign crystallized  an  amorphous  opposi- 


tion and  defined  the  arena  of  combat  for 
the  coming  year  and  well  beyond. 

The  day  after  the  election  both  major 
dailies  felt  con^)elled  to  impress  upon 
their  readers  that  the  60/40  vote  had  been  a 
LANDSLIDE!  It  was  a curious  kind  of 
landslide.  Brown  had  campaigned  rigor- 
ously for  over  a year,  tying  up  the  endorse- 
ments of  labor,  the  cops  and  even  the  San 
Francisco  Republican  Party.  Brown  raised 
more  money,  both  hard  arul  soft,  than  any- 
one thought  either  possible  or  necessary. 
At  the  last  minute.  Ammiano  permitted  his 
name  to  be  entered  on  the  ballot,  raised  a 
little  cash  here  and  there,  and  gave  it  his 
best  shot  for  a month  and  half.  Under  these 
circumstaiKes.  for  an  incumbent  mayor 
serving  during  the  greatest  peacetime  eco- 
nomic boom  in  the  city’s  history  since  the 
Gold  Rush,  to  gamer  only  60%  of  the  vote, 
is  something  of  an  embarrassment  to  the 
victorious  party. 

In  the  Mission  the  landslide  went  the 
other  way  - Ammiano  65%,  Brown  35%. 
While  the  great  wave  of  affluence  crested 
in  Soma,  this  is  where  it  broke  with  all  its 
ftiry.  Retirees  who  have  spent  their  lives 
here  and  ex'pected  to  die  with  a modicum 
of  peace  and  dignity  arc  being  evicted  or 
are  constantly  under  the  threat  of  eviction. 
The  option  of  home  ownership  now 
exceeds  the  means  of  all  but  a few.  The 
gap  between  those  comfortably  well  off 
and  those  living  from  paycheck  to  pay- 
check grows  greater  everyday. 

But  the  Mission  has  a long  tradition  of 
activism,  one  that  goes  through  extended 


periods  of  quiescence,  but  is  now  back 
with  a vengeance.  This  not  a commumty 
that  will  stand  by  and  watch  hundreds  of 
people  callously  thrown  out  of  their 
homes,  or  one  that  will  be  strangled  by 
chain  stores  or  be  turned  into  plutocracy’s 
playpen.  This  is  a community'  that  will 
fight.  The  election  was  just  the  opemng 
bell. 

Before  the  Ammiano  uprising,  the 
prevailing  attitude  was  that  removal  of  the 
poor  and  the  homogenization  of  the  com- 
munity was  inevitable.  “The  rich  always 
win”  was  the  defeatist  mantra  of  slacker 
cynics.  But  now  despite  the  LANDSLIDE! 
ballyhoo,  there  is  a sense  of  a “fighting 
chance.”  The  army  of  volunteers  that  came 
out  for  Ammiano  was  the  largest  for  an\' 
local  candidate  in  recent  memory.  They 
did  not  dethrone  the  king  but  they  very 
definitely  made  him  sweat.  That  alone 
may  be  enough  to  keep  the  momentum 
going. 

While  the  Brown  forces  constituted  an 
organization  driven  by  a candidate, 
Ammiano  was  a candidate  driven  by  an 
organizatioa  Given  the  intensity  of  the 
effort  it  is  difficult  to  believe  the  energy 
that  propelled  the  candidate  will  simply 
dissipate.  The  genie  is  out  of  the  bottle  and 
he's  pissed  off. 

In  at  least  one  way.  the  Mayor’s  race 
was  something  in  which  San  Franciscan’s 
can  take  pride.  While  the  national  press 
practically  drooled  at  the  spectacle  of  an 
African  American  mnning  against  a gay 
man,  neither  race  nor  sexual  preference 
played  much  of  a role  in  the  campaign. 
Both  Brown  and  Ammiano  did  well  in 
there  respective  “favorite  son”  areas  of 
town  (Brown  in  Hunters  Point,  Ammiano 


in  the  Castro  and  Mission)  but  that  was  the 
extent  of  it.  The  election  wa^  issue  dmea 
with  concerns  about  social  and  economic 
justice  in  the  forefront.  (On  the  other  hand 
the  sideshow  race  for  District  Attorney 
turned  into  a contemptible  display  of  ego- 
maniacal  dung  heaving.) 

The  issues  of  a living  wage,  afford- 
able housing,  diversified  neighborhoods 
and  homelessness  were  not  resolved  by  the 
LANDSLIDE!  They  were  re-energized  by 
a contest  the  smart  money  said  would 
never  take  place  at  all  The  Mission  in  the 
first  year  of  the  new  millennium  will  be 
one  of  the  more  important  places  where 
those  struggles  continue 

Our  neighborhood  has  been  home  for 
the  immigrant  the  non-conformist  and  the 
outsider  rich,  poor,  black,  white,  yellow 
and  brown.  The  coming  year  will  be  a 
decisive  one  in  detennining  whether  that 
diversity  is  subsumed  in  a wave  of  trendy 
hipness,  mall  oriented  banality  and  greed. 
The  problems  of  race  and  class  and  the 
associated  social  superstitions  which  have 
plagued  the  last  century  will  not  be 
resolved  in  the  next  one.  if  people  are 
forced  to  live  in  geographic  segregation 
from  one  another. 

The  Mission  has  been  a model  for 
how  disparate  cultures  can  exist  in  limited 
space  in  relative  peace.  It  has  been  a dirty 
and  nois>  and  sometimes  violent  place  but 
its  value  as  a most  livable  multicultural 
community  remains  undiminished.  And  it 
now  appears  that  is  something  people  w ill 
fight  for.  The  year  20(X)  is  shaping  up  to  be 
a battle  royal  between  the  renewed  forces 
of  grassroots  activism  and  the  multimedia 
version  of  old  fashioned  avarice.  It  should 
be  exciting. 


Images  of  the  Mission  in  the  20th  Century 
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Meleiio 

Gracias,  muchisimas  gracias,  por  su  preferencia,  por  su 
apoyo  y aporte  a la  gran  demanda  de  nuestros  productos 
organicos.  Rainbow  Grocery  esta  mas  desarrollado,  mas 
conciente,  ofrecemos  ahora  a mas  gente  que  nunca, 
productos  certificados  por  el  estado  de  California  de  haber 
sido  cultivados  organicamente,  y nuestra  reputacion  como 
lideres  al  menudeo  esta  mejor  que  nunca.  Rainbow  agradece 
infinitivamente  a la  comunidad  del  Area  de  la  Bahia  hazana 
y este  nivel  de  exito.  Hemos  crecidos  y seguiremos  creciendo. 


Rainbow  Grocery  is  a worker-owned  cooperative 
1745  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco 
www.rainbowgrocery.org 
415.863.0620 
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To  the  Egress 

The  eviction  of  Anna  Jones 


Cfionges  in  the  Ellis  Act,  making  the 
process  of  removing  rental  proper- 
ty from  the  market  and  evicting 
current  tenants  more  lengthy,  take  effect 
on  January  I.  In  the  final  months  of  1999 
a rash  of  eviction  notices  were  issued  by 
landlords  wishing  to  avoid  the  new  restric- 
tions. One  of  the  many  people  beingforced 
out  is  89  year  old  Anna  Jones  who  has 
lived  in  the  Mission  for  over  30  years. 
Interviewed  at  her  small  I8th  Street  apart- 
ment. she  described  her  situation  to  the 
New  Mission  News. 

I’ve  lived  in  my  apartment  for  22 
years.  I got  the  eviction  notice  in  October, 
I’m  looking  for  a room  now,  board  and 
care.  She  [the  landlady]  offered  me  a place 
in  the  Western  Addition  but  at  89  you 
don’t  set  up  in  a new  apartment  You  just 
don’t  have  the  strength. 

I looked  at  a board  and  care  home  in 
the  Excelsior  and  it  was  terrible  and  it 
costs  $2000  a month  1 don't  know  how  I 
can  manage  that. 

They  say  I have  to  go.  It's  the  law 
[Ellis]  and  I don’t  know  what  1 can  do 
about  it.  I’ve  already  started  giving  away 
my  fiimiture.  You  know  they  don’t  have  a 


lot  of  room  in  those  places  {board  aid  care 
homes].  It’s  just  so  hard.  I always  thought 
this  where  I would  die.  I wonder  how  she 
feels,  {the  owner}  kicking  out  a 90  year 
old  woman? 

When  I was  young,  I moved  from 
Chicago  to  Los  Angeles  but  I didn’t  like 
Los  Angeles  so  I thought  I would  travel 
and  visit  all  the  cities  in  the  country.  But  I 
cam  e here  to  San  Francisco  in  the  30’s  and 
decided  this  is  where  I wanted  to  stay. 

I met  my  husband  here  and  were  mar- 
ried in  1962.  At  first  we  lived  in  the  Sunset 
but  he  was  the  moving  part  of  the  couple 
and  we  moved  several  times  the  first  few 
years  we  were  married.  One  day  he  made 
up  his  mind  to  move  to  move  to  the 
Mission  where  it’s  sunny.  We  had  a place 
at  23rd  and  Treat  and  both  of  us  had  custo- 
dial jobs  at  Hawthorne  School  [now  Cesar 
Chavez]  and  it  was  very  nice  because  we 
could  walk  to  work.  After  he  died  in  1975 
I stayed  there  for  two  years  then  I moved 
into  this  apartment. 

I don’t  hear  so  well  and  my  eyes 
aren’t  very  good  but  I still  enjoy  TV  some- 
times. Mostly  I like  to  crochet.  There’s  a 
woman  who  comes  in  to  help  me  w'itli 


things  but  I cook  my  own  meals.  I was 
always  a very  independent  person  and  I 
guess  I still  am.  The  people  from  my 
church  people  help  me  a bit  and  they  come 
by  to  take  me  to  services  every  Sunday.  It’s 
First  Covenant  on  Dolores. 


people  w iili  money?  I don’t  know  any. 

A ceramic  in  the  shape  of  an  open 
book  on  the  side  table  of  Anna  Jones  living 
room  bears  the  painted  inscription  "To  a 
friend's  house  the  journey  is  never  long.  " 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 


www.bradcochair.com 

www.mainecottage.com 


RESTAURANT  & FULL  BAR 


Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center 
455  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
ph:  415.861.4964 
hrs:  Mon-Fri  11-7,  Sat  9-3 

Show  your  love 
and  affection. 

Give  a Valentine's  Day 
massage  special... 

1 hr.  massage/$35 
3x1  hr.  sessions/$100 

Excellence  in  acupuncture,  massage  therapy,  herbal  medicine, 

Qi  Gong,  yoga,  and  meditation. 


But  I really  don’t  get  out  so  much 
anymore.  One  block  to  the  market  on  the 
comer  is  long  a walk  when  you're  my  age 
and  I need  my  to  use  “Cadillac”  - that’s 
what  I call  my  walker.  They  say  the  neigh- 
borhood is  changing  that  young  people 
wiili  money  are  filling  up  the  place.  Young 


“To  the  Egress”  is  an  ongoing  series  of 
first  person  accounts  by  Mission  residents 
being  evicted from  their  homes.  If  you  ha\'e 
a story  you  would  like  to  share  contact  us 
at  777  Valencia  SF.  CA  94 1 10  Phone  695- 
8702,  fax  695-2838  or  email  vmiller@sir- 
ius.com. 


ovarrubias 


TkeR  osa  an  d Miq  uel  Covarrutias  Collection 
Januari|  2911.  tl  li  April  33pcI 

C^prnliu]  ^icjlil  : Jcinucinj  2>S||i  • 6 fo  ^ptn 

The  Mexican  Museum 

Fort  Mason  Center,  Bldg.  D • San  Francisco  • 415.202.9700 
Galleries  & La  Tienoa  Open  Wed  - Sun,  1 1am  - 5pm 
S4  Gen.  • $3  students  & seniors 
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Opinion 

Election  Surprises 


By  Randy  Shaw 

Two  unexpected  factors  led  to  Mayor 
Brown's  decisive  vicloiy:  tlic  pub- 
lic's lack  of  interest  in  political  cor- 
ruption and  labor's  all-out  c;impaign  for 
the  mayor. 

Tom  Ammiano's  best  cliance  to  win 
support  from  conservative  and  moderate 
voters  on  the  West  Side  was  to  lianimer  on 
the  vanous  corruption  scandals  that 
plagued  the  Brown  Administration  in 
1999  TiKse  include  the  selling  of  Section 
8 ccniflcates  at  the  Housing  AuUiority. 
fraud  in  minoriw  contracting  at  the  Human 
Rights  Commission,  and  the  illegal  award 
of  cit>  funds  to  a for-profit  company  head- 
ed by  longtime  Brown  ally  Charles 
Walker 

Ammiano  needed  the  “good  govern- 
ment" issue  to  sway  N Oters  whose  ideolo- 
gy was  closer  to  Brow  n's.  But  Ammiano 
learned  that  West  Side  \ oiers  did  not  care 
about  the  scandals  of  the 

Brown  Administration  because  Uiey 
felt  such  incidents  were  politics  as  usual. 
Ammiano  tried  to  ignite  the  ethics  angle 
by  accusing  Brown  of  liaving  his  "liand  in 
the  cookie  jar."  but  to  no  avail  Ammiano 
was  left  without  any  issue  tliat  could  pre- 
vent a Brown  landslide  on  the  West  Side. 

TVic  Ollier  surprising  development  iliai 
bolstered  Brown's  victory  margin  was 
organized  labor's  all-out  push  for  the 
mayor.  Labor's  endorsement  of  a mayor 
who  had  delivered  to  city  employees  and 
who  had  a thirty-year  pro-union  record 


Letters  te 
the  Editer 

Editor. 

Rumors,  rumors,  and  more  mmors 
followed  by  endless  gossip  and  baseless 
speculation  - that's  wliat  passes  for  infor- 
mation in  ilie  Mission  iliesc  days  when 
you're  talking  about  the  comer  of  16lh  and 
Valencia  Streets  and  the  grocerj'  market 
(formerly  La  Hacienda)  that  was  on  the 
comer  After  hearing  from  lots  of  reliable 
sources  that  Starbucks  was  coming  or  the 
GAP  was  opening,  or  similar  smoke  of 
that  kind  - guess  what? 

Tlie  smoke  has  finally  cleared  and, 
Voila!  What  lias  happened?  VAL  16 
Market  is  what  has  appeared  A grocer> 
store  that  specializes  in  produce,  meat  and 
Latino/  Mexicano  groceries  as  well  as  a 
fine  selection  of  drinks,  snacks  and  all  the 
usual  items  one  finds  in  a good  communi- 
ty oriented  comer  store.  Many  of  the  pre- 
vious employees  of  the  La  Hacienda  are 
back  and  want  to  encourage  the  communi- 
ty to  shop  there  as  they  did  in  the  past.  Tlic 
new  owners  are  neigliborhood  people;  tlic 
ex-manager  of  Truly  Med  and  the  owner 
of  Randa's  Market.  They  want  and  need 
your  support  in  order  to  succeed,  so  slop 
in,  and  buy  some  goodies  so  that  the  com- 
munity can  have  this  space  be  the  success- 
ful market  that  it  needs. 

But  to  dispel  some  vicious  rumors  that 
were  circulating  in  the  community,  it’s 


made  perfect  sense;  no  constituency  can 
desert  an  incumbent  who  has  performed 
strongh  for  them.  But  labor  treated  the 
mnoff  election  as  if  Mayor  Brown's  oppo- 
nent was  a right-to-w'ork.  anti-union 
Republicaa  and  donated  big  money  and 
an  army  of  campaign  workers  to  the 
Brow  n campaign. 

More  importantly,  labor  declared 
Brown  a hero  to  working  people,  under- 
mining Ammiano's  depiction  of  the  mayor 
as  a tool  of  wealthy  interests.  By  securing 
the  strong  support  of  such  corporate  lead- 
ers as  GAP  chair  Donald  Fisher,  the 
Republican  Party,  the  Committee  on  Jobs, 
and  most  of  the  city’s  unions.  Brown  could 
credibly  argue  that  he  was  best  able  to 
work  with  diverse  constituencies  and  con- 
fimied  his  reputation  as  a political  master- 
mind. 

At  the  WTO  meeting  in  Seattle,  labor 
pressed  a broad  economic  and  environ- 
mental Justice  agenda  that  transcended  its 
financial  self-interest.  Labor's  willingness 
to  declare  all-out  war  on  Tom  Ammiano's 
grassroots  effort  sent  a less  hopeful  and 
even  disturbing  message. 

Labor's  endorsement  of  Brow  n made 
sense.  But  their  all-out  campaign  to  defeat 
a trusted  ally  did  not.  Brown's  repealed 
attacks  on  Ammiano  as  a “tax-and-spend 
liberal"  willing  to  raise  taxes  to  fund  ser- 
vices resembled  a script  from  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  not  the  AFL-CIO. 

Organized  labor  has  consistently  sup- 
ported increased  spending  on  human  needs 
and.  like  Ammiano.  fought  to  raise  taxes 
on  corporations  and  Uie  wealthy  rather 
Uian  lay  off  govenunent  workers.  Labor 
also  lias  spcarlicaded  struggles  for  a living 
wage  Unions  thus  subsidized  a corporate- 
driven  campaign  message  that  brought 
Brown  a victory  and  empowered  forces 
opposed  to  labor’s  broader  agenda. 
Corporate  San  Francisco  had  reason  to  fear 
Ammiano;  but  the  lingering  question  left 
to  ponder  from  Ammiano's  candidacy  is: 
What  was  oiganized  labor  so  afraid  of? 


time  to  set  the  record  straight  as  regards 
the  demise  of  La  Hacienda.  First  and  fore- 
most, the  reason  that  La  Hacienda  failed 
was  that  its  previous  owner  was  deep  in 
debt  and  had  failed  to  pay  his  bills.  At 
times,  the  SF  Sheriff  had  even  come  in  and 
cleared  the  cash  register  out  to  satisfy 
judgments  against  the  owner.  Many  local 
businesses,  both  big  and  small,  had  been 
stiffed  over  the  years  and  the  owner  liad 
fallen  behind  in  his  rent  as  well. 

Ti  Couz  had  become  the  Master 
Lessee  and  Landlord  of  La  Hacienda  in  a 
complicated  deal  in  May  1998  that  had  in 
fact  saved  the  market  from  failing  at  that 
lime.  Ti  Couz  paid  a large  amount  of  back 
rent  for  La  Hacienda  as  well  as  lent  its 
owner  some  operating  capital  because  we 
were  committed  to  keeping  that  space  a 
market  that  served  the  community.  The 
last  thing  wc  wanted  was  Starbucks  in  our 
community  and  we  pul  our  money  where 
our  mouth  was  and  did  everything  in  our 
power  to  help  La  Hacienda  survive.  In  the 
end  La  Hacienda  folded  because  of  finan- 
cial malfeasarKe  and  mismanagement,  not 
because  Ti  Couz  forced  them  out  of  busi- 
ness. 


Since  then,  Ti  Couz  lias  worked  long 
and  hard  and  suffered  some  large  financial 
losses  while  trying  to  put  a new-  market  in 
tliai  space  and  we  have  finally  succeeded. 
VAL  16  Market  is  now  a reality.  So  please, 
tell  your  friends  what  really  happened  and 
continue  to  support  the  businesses  that  arc 
part  of  your  community,  don’t  just  talk 
against  them  when  there  is  no  basis  in  fact 
for  doing  so. 

Roger  LaRuc  Lolz.  Sylvie  Lc  Mer 
Owners,  Ti  Couz 


Busca  Represeiitante  de  Servicio  a Clientes 

San  Francisco  Health  Plan  busca  un  rcprcscntantc  dc  atcncion  a clientes  bilingiic 
(cspanol-inglcs)  para  Irabajo  de  tiempo  compleio  y qiie  sepa  comunicarse  muy 
bien  por  telcfono.  Ciertos  fines  de  semana  son  requeridos  para  participar  on 
c\entos  dc  la  comunidad.  Sc  prefierc  expcriencia  en  atcncion  al  piiblico/clientcs, 
o con  companias  de  seguro  medico,  pero  no  cs  iin  reqiiisito.  Se  provee 
entranamiento  coniplclo.  Si  ticnc  intercs  cn  trabajar  con  un  buen  grupo  dedicado 
a ay  Ildar  a otras  personas  cnvic  su  resume  con  una  presentacion  a HR  SFHP; 
Fax  (415)  547-7824.  o email  a infoV/,SFHP.org  EEO/AA, 


and  best  wishes  for  a 
safe  and  prosperous  new  year! 


Come  shop  with  our  friendly  and  knowledgeable 
staff.  The  flnest  in  fresh  fish  & poultry,  fixed  just 
the  way  you  like  it  & we're  proud  to  have  been 
family  owned  and  operated  for22  years  at 
2590  Mission  Street  in  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall. 
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{ Two  and  Three  Year  Professional  Training  Programs 
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( Resource  Center 
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Cafe  Espresso  Bravo 

663  Valencia 

<Mpc  cuiiomcfu  at 

7(/e  A/te  vefuf  & 6e  aiU  U tfou  ^ dU 

y^oid  {jOte.  eoene  and  oufi  cafe  woa  epaned  and  t<*e  one 

pUaced  ta  ^ iaed.  Oh.  (de  hi4»  ifean,  tve  edit  ie  (de  dudHiac  udtd 

ffowi  cuttofU.  SooH  edit  de  a xecta^etOMt  effenen^  a 

tuHcd  and  dinner  mena  udtd  edtte  and  deea.  <Uoh^  udid  atn,  eftteCai  dnead- 
fa4(e.  Oi^e  (acd  fenteand  (e  4eei»t^  ifou  and  (dand  ifou  in. 

(de  next  ttuUeHHtum. 

Ofean.  and  ^od  dUee  tfoa  aU. . (}aft  Sepnecca  SW9  Staff 


Open  Mon-Thurs  7-11,  Fri  A Sat  7-12  Sun  8- 


New  Mission  News 


JANUARY  2000  5 


NEW  YEAR’S  RESOLUTIONS 


Itove  decided  to  share  with  the  New 
Mission  News’  readership  my  resolu- 
tions for  this  first  New  Year  of  the 
Third  Millennium.  As  will  be  plain  to  see, 
I intend  to  do  much  more  for  the  less  for- 
tunate. I have  resolved  to: 

Help  feed  the  poor.  Not,  of  course,  by 
wasting  my  money  on  charitable  dona- 
tions, but  rather,  by  diversifying  my  port- 
folio with  investments  in  companies  that 
can  rightfully  claim  to  have  fed  more  poor 
people  than  aity  self-serving  non-profit: 
McDonalds,  Burger  King,  and  KFC. 

Help  the  homeless  find  affordable 


housing.  Now  I would  be  the  first  to  admit 
that  1 haven’t  the  faintest  idea  where  the 
homeless  can  find  affordable  housing.  But 
one  thing  is  for  certain:  they’re  not  going 
to  find  it  in  San  Francisco.  So  I shall  be 
encouraging  them  to  stop  wasting  their 
efforts  here  and  start  looking  for  it  some- 
where else.  To  help  them  on  their  way.  I 
have  resolved  to  be  more  vigilant  against 
nuisance  crimes,  and  to  support  coura- 
geous community  leaders  like  the 
Reverend  Amos  Brown,  who  is  striving  to 
ensure  that  San  Francisco  sheds  its  reputa- 
tion as  a soft  touch  for  these  median-strad- 
dling, shopping-cart-thieving,  soda-can- 
hoarding scumbags. 


Reverend  Brown,  a true  champion  of 
civil  rights,  understands  that  civil  rights 
are  a privilege.  The  homeless  will  be  wor- 
thy of  this  privilege  only  when  we  have 
corrected  their  lazy,  regressive  and  antiso- 
cial behavior  - the  garbage  eating,  the  pub- 
lic urination  and  the  constant  begging  for 
quarters  - which  has  deser\edly  put  them 
beyond  the  pale  of  humanity. 

Help  our  local  artists.  Real  artists 
move  to  New  York  and  LA.  not  San 
Francisco.  Yet,  perhaps  because  of  the 
popularity  of  recreational  drugs  in  this 
city,  an  unusually  large  number  of  San 
Franciscans  fancy  themselves  creatively 
gifted.  Inevitably,  a whole  sordid  industry 
of  publicly-funded  arts  organizations  has 
spnmg  up  to  cash  in  on  their  delusions: 
places  like  ATA.  whose  financial  self-per- 
petuation depends  on  promulgating  the 
bizarre  notion  that  any  cretin  with  a cam- 
corder has  the  right  to  have  his  work 
shown  on  TV. 

But  by  far  the  worst  of  these  art- 
sploitation  scams  has  to  be  the  armual 
Open  Studios  festival.  What  could  be  sad- 
der than  the  spectacle  of  hundreds  of 
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2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  (Bi’tuveii  21st  O'  20//;) 
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warmabc-artists  paying  to  take  part  in  an 
event  that  merely  serves  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  their  art  is  not  good  enough  to  be 
shown  in  a real  gallery?  No  doubt  they  see 
it  as  their  big  chance  to  submit  their  work 
to  the  judgment  of  the  public  - but  of 
course  the  only  thing  the  public  is  interest- 
ed in  judging  is  the  quality  of  their  cheese 
and  wine. 

So  I have  resolved  to  help  free  our 
local  artists  from  the  yoke  of  their  creative 
aspirations  and  ensure  that  the  Missioa  at 
least,  can  never  again  become  a breeding 
ground  for  such  self-deceptioa  Not  only 
will  I make  a point  of  visiting  all  the  local 
open  studios  next  summer,  dispensing 
choice  words  of  discouragement  as  I feast 
on  the  free  snacks,  but  I will  also  be  invit- 
ing a few  developer  friends  to  accompany 
me.  For  many  of  these  studios  are  located 
in  buildings  which  could,  with  a little 
imagination  and  hard  work  - and  a few 
timely  evictions  - be  transformed  into 
exciting  new  office  complexes  for  the  true 
bearers  of  the  creative  torch:  the  hip  new 
Web  design  houses  and  visionary  e<om- 
merce  startups  w hich  will  soon  be  making 
the  Mission  their  home 


Confidential  to  L.W.: 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  offer, 
which  I must  once  again  decline.  Not 
so  much  because  of  misguided  loyalty 
to  my  old  fraternity  brother  K.K.  (N.M.) 
than  because  j'ai  peur  qu'il  pourrait 
prendre  sa  revanche  sur  mon  vrai 
ch^ri:  mon  nouveau  v^hicule  d'utilit^ 
de  sport. 
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Are  you  ready  for  the  big  one? 


By  Laura  Brainin-Rodriguez 


get  help  Tor  people  who  are  trapped  or 
injured. 


Much  of  tlic  Mission  is  located 
over  a lagoon,  fed  by  a number 
of  underground  creeks.  This 
means  we  arc  geologically  unstable  and 
likely  to  experience  heaxT  damage  in  case 
of  earthquakes  We  also  have  a high  densi- 
ty of  businesses,  w liich  could  release  toxic 
or  flammable  materials  into  tlic  environ- 
ment. Wc  have  a diverse  population, 
speaking  a number  of  different  languages. 
We  need  to  insure  wc  have  the  capaciri'  to 
do  llie  most  good  for  iIk  most  people. 

NERT  stands  for  Neighborhood 
Emeigenc>-  Response  Team  It  is  a training 
program  de\eloped  by  the  San  Francisco 
Fire  Department  to  show  people  w1k>  w ori( 
and/or  live  in  San  Francisco  how  to  deal 
with  major  disasters. 

NERT  was  developed  in  response  to 
the  concerned  cili/ens  of  the  Marina  dis- 
trict who,  after  the  1989  eartlxjuake.  dis- 
covered they  possessed  little  know  ledge  of 
the  skills  needed  to  assist  during  major  dis- 
asters. Tliis  is  very  important,  because  in 
tlic  event  of  a major  disaster,  fire  and 
police  resources  will  be  strained  to  Uie 
maximum  and  it  could  lake  up  to  3 days  to 


To  date  NERT  has  trained  nearly 
10.000  individuals  in  San  Francisco. 
Classes  have  been  offered  in  most  neigh- 
borhoods NERT  teaches  their  volunteers 
to  do  light  search  and  rescue,  victim  car- 
ries. medical  triage,  extinguish  small  fires, 
and  do  utility  shutoffs  for  water,  electrici- 
ty and  gas.  They  also  encourage  trainees  to 
prepare  their  buildings,  families,  and 
workplaces  for  disasters 

The  Mission  NERT  team  lias  been 
active  for  8 years  and  wants  to  encourage 
more  Mission  residents  to  be  trained  by  the 
SFFD  and  to  become  involved  in  our 
neighborhood  disaster  preparedness  activ- 
ities. Wc  meet  every  other  month  for  one 
and  one-half  hours.  Wc  always  do  some 
skills  refreshers  as  well  as  discuss  Iiow  to 
increase  our  level  of  preparedness.  In 
recent  meetings  we  have  reviewed  high 
rise  safety,  victim  carries,  exiting  through 
darkened  stairwells,  medical  tnage  and 
basic  first  aid.  We  also  organise  and  par- 
ticipate in  one  neighborhood  drill  per  year. 
Iicid  in  April  and  one  citywide  drill  in 
October, 
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When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  are  AvaUable  by  Appotntment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0357  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

Andoc*SF®aol.oom 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a fulut  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  buu  in  i875, 
located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco^ 
richly  international  Mission  District . 
knowm  as  one'of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  Qty, 
with  wonderful  art  gallencs.  murals, 
booksiorcs/cafes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 


Among  the  amd^ities  you  wdj.  find  aj  the  Inn: 
• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Fiue  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

Vidm>  StUtS$om} 

• AM/FM  Clock  RmUos 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
• Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  shared  BATH  *t69TO'iO0 

DEUUXE  ROOMS  Ci  SUITES  *$Q*TOSl99 

(Add  14%  hotel  n) 

* Ducovnizd  Ratis  loa  Extoacd  Stars 
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Mission  NERT  at  the  annual  disaster  drill  in  1999.  Photo  by  Christmas 
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During  1 999  we  offered  rivo  classes  in 
the  Mission  (tistrict.  including  one  in 
Spanish.  We  plan  to  offer  at  least  two 
classes  during  2000,  including  one  in 
Spanish.  The  complete  NERT  training 
takes  about  18  hours  and  is  usually  held  on 
three  consecutive  Saturdays  or  on  six 
weekday  evenings  in  local  schools  or  other 
community  settings.  We  will  inform  the 
public  of  upcoming  classes  through  the 
New  Mission  News,  the  Cole  Street 
Hardware  Newsletter,  the  Liberty  Hill 
Times,  Rainbow  Grocery  and  other  neigh- 
borhood businesses  and  organizations. 

You  can  receiver  the  NERT  training  in 
any  ncighborltood  and  join  our  team  at  our 
regular  bimonthly  meetings.  If  you  want  to 
take  a NERT  class,  call  NERT  at  558- 


3456,  to  sign  up.  If  you  have  already 
trained  with  NERT  and  want  to  become 
more  active  with  the  Mission  NERT  team, 
call  Laura  at  554-9645,  Feel  free  to  also 
contact  me  if  you  are  interested  in  spon- 
soring NERT  classes  in  the  Missioa  This 
means  you  are  able  to  bring  together  at 
least  20  people  for  the  NERT  training.  The 
Mission  NERT  learn  w ill  help  you  recruit 
the  other  15  to  20  people  we  need  to  be 
able  to  offer  a class  in  our  neighborhood. 

Laura  Brainin-Rodriguez  has  been  the 
coordinator  of  the  Mission  NERT  team  for 
almost  two  years.  She  is  a long-time 
Mission  resident  and  feels  fortunate  to 
have  such  a great  group  of  NERT  gradu- 
ates on  her  team. 
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Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 
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Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 
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Day  laborers:  survival  and  conflict 
along  Cesar  Chavez  Boulevard 

victims  of  racism  and  NIMBYism  and  that 


By  Leena  S.  Pendharkar 

It’s  the  September  community  relations 
meeting  of  the  Mission  District  Police 
Station  and  an  angry  voice  at  the  back 
of  the  room  shouts,  “We  don’t  need  day 
laborers  sitting  in  residential  areas  and 
shitting  and  pissing  on  our  street!”  Captain 
Greg  Suhr,  who  lias  been  patiently  listen- 
ing to  each  person’s  complaint  during  the 
meeting  - whether  its  about  lighting  or 
prostitution  - and  knows  almost  everyone 
in  the  room  by  their  first  name,  calmly 
tells  the  owner  of  the  voice  that  she  is  out 
of  line. 

Suhr  goes  on  to  tell  her  that  everyone 
has  a right  to  be  there  and  that  she  should- 
n’t stereotype  people.  The  woman  is  angry 
and  continues  to  tell  the  meeting  attendees 
that  she  is  a third  generation  Mexican  and 
that  the  day  laborers  are  giving  Mexican 
people  a bad  name.  Eventually,  she  leaves 
the  room,  and  so  do  the  two  men  repre- 
senting tlie  day  laborers. 

Outside  the  meeting  room,  the  two 
separate  groups  gather  in  opposite  comers 
of  the  police  station  lobby.  German 
Martinez  and  Edwardo  Parlon  of  the  Day 
Labor  Program  say  tliat  the  workers  are 


they  are  just  doing  their  part  to  survive. 
The  others  say  that  they  are  tired  of  these 
men  lingering  on  their  street  comers  drink- 
ing, swearing,  harassing  women,  and  car- 
lying  on  with  their  buddies. 

Between  these  groups  of  angry  people 
arc  Captain  Kevin  Cashman  and  Officer 
Steve  Thoma,  patiently  standing  their 
watch,  and  answering  questions.  Both 
Officers  attempt  to  calm  each  group  down 
by  just  listening,  or  taking  notes  promising 
to  follow  up  on  individual’s  concerns.  All 
in  all,  the  Officers  are  patient  and  seem 
genuinely  interested  in  helping  settle  the 
dispute. 

Cultural  clash 

Tensions  between  Mission  District  resi- 
dents and  day  laborers  have  grown  into 
battles  about  race,  class,  economics,  cul- 
ture. status  and  other  factors.  In  disputes 
where  the  stakes  seem  so  high,  the  cops 
play  the  middlemen,  trying  to  make  sure 
that  everyone  can  live  happily  and  peace- 
fully together. 

Day  laborer  is  the  traditional  term 
given  to  those  who  gather  at  prearranged 
locations  and  compete  for  jobs  on  a daily 
or  per  project  basis.  In  the  Mission  that 


REMEMBER  TO  RECYCLE  YOUR 
USED  MOTOR  OIL  AT  THE  CURB. 

NO  SE  OLVIDE  DE  RECICLAR  EL  ACEITE 
DE  MOTOR  USADO  FRENTE  A SU  CASA. 


A Drain  your  oil 
into  a leak-proof 
plastic  container. 

^ Drain  your  oil 
filter  overnight 
and  place  it  into 
a leak-proof 
plastic  bag. 

^ Leave  your 
used  motor  oil 
and  used  oil  filters 
on  the  curb  by 
7 am  on  your 
regular  recy- 
cling day. 


^ Vierta  el  aceite 
en  un  recipiente 
de  plastico  que  no 
tenga  perdidas. 

^ Deje  escurrir 
el  filtro  de  aceite 
durante  la  noche  y 
coloquelo  en  una 
botsa  de  plastico 
que  no  tenga 
perdidas. 

A Deje  el  aceite  de 
motor  y los  filtros  de 
aceite  usados  frente 
a SU  casa  antes  de 
las  7 de  la  manana 
de  su  did  habitual 
de  reciclaje. 


Hazardous 

Waste 

Management 

Program 


This  service  is  offered  to  the  following 
neighborhoods: 

Este  servicio  se  ofrece  en  los  siguientes  barrios: 
Mission,  Potrero  Hill,  Bayview  Hunteris  Point, 
Bernal  Heights,  Visitacion  Valley, 
Excelsior,  and  Crocker  Amazon. 


If  you  have  questions 
call  1-800-HHW-PKUP 
(1-800-449-7587), 


Si  tiene  alguna  pregunta.  Name  al 
800-HHW-PKUP  (1-800-449-7587). 


Funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Hazardous  Waste  Management  Program  (415-554-4333). 
through  a grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board 


Eduardo  “Palomo”  Parlon  of  the  Day  Labor  Program  passes  out  fliers  for  an  c\  ening 
meal  and  free  healtli  clinic.  Photo  by  Margaret  Yamasaki 


location  has  historically  been  along  Cesar 
Chavez,  West  of  Bryant  and  East  of 
Valencia  Suxjet.  Most  jobs  involve  manual 
labor  such  as  painting,  liffing,  landscaping, 
or  other  constmction-related  jobs.  Workers 
are  compensated  with  cash  at  the  end  of 
tlie  workday.  Many  of  them  are  young 
Latinos  from  Me.xico  and  Central  and 
South  America,  who  have  illegally  crossed 
tire  border  into  the  United  States  for  eco- 
nomic opportunities.  “1  am  just  here  to 
work,  to  surv'ive.”  said  Robin,  a young 
Mexican  man  who  waits  on  Cesar  Chavez 
each  morning. 

This  is  a situation  lliat  can  be  extreme- 
ly difficult  at  limes  for  many  of  these  men, 
who  face  an  array  of  problems.  Besides 
unemployment  or  underemployment  they 
may  also  be  dealing  with  economic 
exploitation,  homelessness,  poverty,  or 
loneliness.  Some  turn  to  alcohol  or  drugs 
for  comfort  some  to  criminal  activity  for 
survival.  In  order  to  organize  the  day 
laborers  as  a group  and  deal  with  some  of 
the  problems  they  face  such  as  not  being 
paid  by  certain  employers,  depression,  or 
just  helping  them  to  find  steady  work.  San 
Francisco  started  the  Day  Labor  program 
in  1991. 

The  program,  with  an  executive  direc- 
tor, small  offices  located  at  Franklin 
Square  Park  and  a paid  staff,  helps  those 
who  need  workers  and  people  who  need 
work  connect  with  each  other.  Executive 
Director  German  Martinez  said  that  it  is 
not  an  employment  agency,  but  merely  a 
liaison  between  people.  The  organization 
leaves  it  up  to  the  employers  to  ask  work- 
ers for  documentation  if  they  desire. 

Although  all  day  laborers  have  the 
option  of  using  the  program,  many  would 
rather  stand  on  Cesar  Chavez  and  wait  on 
their  own  for  a number  of  reasons.  ”I  have 
to  put  my  name  in  a book  and  I never  get 
called,  ard  sometimes  there  is  a favoritism 
towards  certain  people  there,”  claimed 
Robin.  So  that  leaves  people  standing 
around  on  the  streets. 

MPC25 

T1\e  neighborhood  around  Cesar  Chavez  is 
low  to  middle  income  and  mostly  Latino. 
A number  of  the  homes  display  signs  with 
the  Section  25  of  the  Municipal  Police 
Code,  which  means,  “no  loitering  in  front 
of  this  location,”  Residents  say  that  they 
are  simply  tired  of  the  noise,  drinking,  and 
urinating.  One  woman  who  did  not  wish  to 
be  identified  said  that  as  she  and  her 
daughter  were  walking  down  the  street,  the 
men  made  ugly  passes  at  them  and  used 
inappropriate  language.  “My  daughter  is 
scared  and  wonders  what  is  going  on,”  she 
said. 

Residents  put  up  the  window  signs  so 
that  if  day  laborers  linger  in  front  of  their 
homes,  the  cops  can  tell  them  to  move 
along  or  be  arrested.  But  the  deeper  prob- 
lem is  that  residents  just  do  not  want  tlie 
day  laborers  there  at  all.  “We  pay  taxes  for 


services  and  on  our  homes.  We  have 
rights,  the  day  labors  do  not  • they  should 
move,”  said  the  same  woman.  Residents  of 
the  area  would  like  laborers  to  use  the  Day 
Labor  Program  so  that  lire  men  are  off  the 
streets  and  organized  into  a group. 

City  of  refuge 

Even  though  many  of  the  day  laborers  are 
clearly  in  the  country  illegally,  they  are  not 
deported  by  the  police  as  in  other  cities 
because  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Superv  isors  adopted  a “city  of  refuge”  or 
“sanctuary  city”  policy  in  1985.  This 
means  that  the  police  cannot  arrest  illegal 
immigrants  unless  they  are  breaking  other 
laws.  Also,  the  police  do  not  cooperate 
with  the  INS  to  actively  deport  people 

Officer  Guillermo  Amigo,  who  regu- 
larly patrols  the  area,  says  tlial  he  respects 
the  laborers  and  tries  to  be  fair  in  dealing 
with  them. . He  knows  maiw  of  the  labor- 
ers by  name,  and  lakes  pride  in  the  fact  that 
they  respect  what  he  has  to  say.  “I  sympa- 
thize with  these  people  - / am  here  to 
help.”  he  said. 

One  visible  problem  in  the  area  is  that 
sometimes  people  involved  in  illicit  activ- 
ities linger  around  in  the  areas  where  llie 
day  laborers  stand,  causing  trouble  for  the 
police  and  for  people  who  are  just  looking 
for  work.  The  police  recognize  the  differ- 
ence between  the  day  laborers  and  others 
that  might  be  dealing  drugs  or  engaged  in 
other  crimes.  They  try  to  focus  more  on 
the  lawbreakers.  In  this  respect  at  least,  the 
day  laborers  and  police  have  a mutually 
beneficial  relationship 

Martinez  regularly  attends  community' 
police  meetings  and  knows  some  of  the 
officers  by  name.  He  said  that  the  cooper- 
ation between  the  police  and  day  laborers 
has  been  helpful  in  showing  the  communi- 
ty and  police  officers  that  day  laborers  are 
just  people  try  ing  to  survive,  like  every  one 
else. 

Although  he  says  that  some  of  the 
officers  have  been  less  than  polite  to  the 
laborers,  he  still  agrees  that  the  inieracbon 
is  beneficial.  “There  are  a lot  of  police 
officers  that  are  good  friends  of  ours.”  he 
said. 

In  an  effort  to  balance  the  complaints 
of  Mission  residents  with  the  workers’ 
right  to  free  assembly,  the  officers  will 
warn  day  laborers  who  linger  in  front  of  25 
MFC  signs  at  least  twice  before  they  are 
taken  in  and  arrested.  If  the  police  receive 
other  complaints  tliat  involve  drugs,  fight- 
ing, or  alcolwl.  laborers  can  be  arrested 
depending  upon  the  severity  of  the  case. 

“I  don’t  have  any  thing  against  the  day 
laborers.  If  they  are  dnnking.  urireiiing  or 
loitering,  ihouglu  we  luve  lo  let  them 
know  that  they  cannot  do  that.”  said 
Officer  Amigo 
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Shades  of  the  Mission:  images  of  a community  during  the  20th  Century 


The  photographs  on  this  page  and 
the  following  three  pages  constitute 
a collective  pltoto  essay  of  the 
Mission  District  during  the  20th  Ccnlur>’. 
Tliese  images  from  the  family  albums  of 
past  and  present  residents  of  the  neighbor- 
hood were  donated  to  the  Mission  Branch 
Library ’s  Shades  of  the  Mission  Project 

Over  one  hundred  people  responded 
to  thw  call  to  "Help  Us  Save  History,"  At 
the  Mission  Branch  Library  on  Sunday 
March  7.  teams  of  trained  volunteers  col- 
lected phoiograplis  recording  the  last  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years  of  liistoiy  in  tire 


Mission  from  donors  whose  families  had 
come  from  all  over  the  world,  \blurueers 
interviewed  and  selected  photos  from  the 
donors'  personal  photo  collections.  Two 
photographers  then  copied  their  pho- 
tographs using  high-resolution  copy  cam- 
eras. for  the  Mission  Branch  Library  and 
for  the  San  FraiKisco  History  Center, 

For  the  umbrella  project,  the  Shades 
of  San  Francisco,  the  San  Francisco 
History  Center  has  already  documented 
the  Western  Addition  neighborhood  and 
will  go  on  to  document  other  San 
Francisco  neighborhoods.  We  thank  all  the 


wonderful  donors  who  made  this  project 
possible.  We  invite  you  to  come  see  the 
Shades  of  the  Mission  Photo  Archive  at 
the  Mission  Branch,  and  to  have  a great 
time  learning  more  about  our  great  com- 
munity. the  Mission  District. 

For  more  on  Mission  history  see  'The 
Mission  s Phantom  Railroad"  on  page 
14,  'A  family  in  Mission  History"  on 


page  16  and  Library  Lady’s  Column 
on  neighborhood  research  on  Page 
20. 

Do  you  have  a favorite  story  from 
local  history  or  a family  story  you  like 
to  see  in  print?  Contact  the  New 
Mission  News  at  777  Valencia  Street. 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  9411  Oor  call  695- 
8702. 


Upper  left  Irish  family  picnic  in  Dolores  Park, 

Upper  right;  1906  earthquake  tent  park  at  16th 
and  Bryant  Mary  Gretchen  Davis  and  her  chil- 
dren from  three  spouses.  Children  left  to  right 
are;  Marie  Fox,  Jeanette  Miller,  John  Fox  (seat- 
ed) and  Katherine  Davis  on  Mary  Gretchen's 
lap.  Tent  was  set  up  across  the  street  from  (he 
boarding  house  operated  by  Mary  Gretchen 
Davis.  The  earth  quake  and  subsequent  fire 
destroyed  an  enormous  portion  of  the  North 
Mission.  All  the  fire  plugs  north  of  20th  Street 
failed  to  operate.  The  one  at  20th  and  Dolores 
did  and  the  fire  was  stopped.  Every  year  since 
on  April  18,  the  plug  is  painted  gold  in  a cere- 
mony commemorating  the  event 


Left  April  18th,  1914.  Party  after  a bare-knuck- 
le  boxing  match  at  Mitchell’s  Bam.  Judge 
declared  that  the  man  who  was  knocked  out 
was  the  winner.  The  identity  of  the  pugilists  and 
tfie  exact  location  of  Mitchell’s  Bam  are 
unknown. 
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Upper  Left  Greek  Orthodox  picnic.  1929.  The 
Pantages,  Pantalakis  and  Scourkes  families  on 
an  outing  from  San  Francisco  into  the  hills  (San 
Bruno  Mountain).  Everyone  rode  in  Ihe  truck. 

Left;  Georgette  and  Edmond  Bordenave  in 
1937  with  ‘Car  Terreplane,*  their  father's  car. 


Above;  Sisters  Stella.  Emma  and  Lupe  Weber 
with  unnamed  servicemen,  one  of  whom  holds 
little  Catherine  Weber,  in  Garfield  Park,  circa 
1946. 


OPEN  0PM  TO  3AM  EVERY  DAY 

AMNESIA 


«53  VALENCIA  • 970-8.336 


Advertise 

Call  the 

New  Mission  News 
(415)  695-8702 


ONE  WEEK 
FREE! 


LOSE 

WEICHT 


OAIN 

MUSCLE 


in  VALENCIA 

at  14th  St. 

626-8360 

WWW.VAlENdAfTRnTMUKlE.COM 

•With  thi*  coupon  Loe«l  viiitor*  only  On*  p«»«  p« 
penon  per  yeer  Offer  may  be  withdrawn  at  anytime 

Offer  expires  2/1/00 


Mission  Camera  Shop 


Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 

with  or  without  borders 

S12.63  24  exp.,  S16.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 


f ^Develop  Only  BAV  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  SBpplie$,  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 


1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-F  11-5  Sat 


10  .lANUARY  2000 
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AN  EAST  GERMAN 

381  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  @15TH  415.551.7181 


RESTAURANT 

DINNER  5:30-10:00 


• •••••••• 


Art  Beat 

GALLERY  & GIFTS 

3266  -21st  Street 

(off  Valencia)  6A3-572\  Tel/fx 


lloeSwt. 


To  our  friends  & customers, 
thanks  for  another  great  year. 

J Wishing  you  a 
^ happy  millennium!  ^ 

Ana,  Gladys,  Jade  & Ray 


Open  Tues-Thur.  11-7pm  Fri-Sat:  11-9pm  Sun-Mon:  12  noon-7pm 

Secured  public  parking  across  the  street,  MUNI.  BART,  bike  & wheelchair  accessible 
email:  artbeatsf0juno.com  Toll  free  mall  order  # 1-&00-233-5136 


Far  Left  1957,  Trophy  Ball  of  Sacred  Heart 
School.  From  left  to  right:  Pete  Duran,  Dorinda 
Moreno,  unknown,  Dorinda’s  brother  George. 

Left:  1966.  Yolanda  Lopez  and  Michael  Franco 
at  the  Greyhound  bus  station.  Mike  came  to 
San  Francisco  because  of  the  gay-friendly 
atmosphere.  He  is  Yolanda's  uncle,  like  a 
father. 

Opposite  Page,  Upper  Left:  Farmworkers’ 
Union  rally  in  1978  at  St  Peter's  Church 
Auditorium.  Cesar  Chavez  is  in  the  middle  of 
the  photo,  and  this  is  possibly  the  only  time  he 
ever  spoke  in  the  Mission. 

Opposite  Page.  Upper  Right  Mike  Rios  and 
Sal  Garcia,  1985,  in  front  of  Galleria  de  la 
Raza,  ‘The  Woman  by  Woman  Show." 

Opposite  Page,  Below:  Anti-gentrification  rally. 
Mission  Street  February  27th,  1999. 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21’* 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Oldy  Like  New  & Antique 


10  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Mjjnr  ( 'reJit  C.jnls  Accepted 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 


Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 
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SONYHMAX*  THEATRE 


Fourth  & Mission  • 415-369>6200 

«»w<».«»i|»t<h—how,cow»  AA-wK*  OckMi  141$) 


StarHng  January  1,  2000 
Showing  Daily  af 

10:30  AM.  12:30,  2:30, 

4:30,  6:30,  8:30  A 10:30  PM 


VENjNEW  SE' 
RCEBER’S  AP 


THE  IIVI  AX  EXPERIENCE* 


Kodak 


[GMNnALMIDIENCESi 


www.fontasio2000.coni  fwiT  of  go  network 


S«»tdlr«ck 
AvoiloWa  On 


eOlSNSr  (NURPftlSES.  INC.  ®IMAX  CORPORATION 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT  JANUARY  1 - APRIL  30 


2000 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(41 S)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART.  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ ''Do>it-Yourself' 
Membership  Available  ♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Dependable.  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

• Emission  Systents/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  <&  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 

• Timing  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  * General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Healers 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Shori  Circuits 

• Windows/DoorsAimdalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Siruts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Check  Engine  Light  • Computer  Diagnostics  • Driveability 
Problems 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 


Stdi«  ol  California 

LICENSED 


SMQ^ 

CIWK 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  ST.'.TiON. 


OFFICtA  L 
GROSS 
POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION 
STATION 


a 

BBB 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

6I I FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  • S.F..  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  & BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  & ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 

brake 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($42.'*"  VALUE) 


$10 
OFF 
OIL 
CHANGE 


12  lANTJARY  2000 
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Community 

Alert! 

In  the  March  7,  2000  presidential  pri- 
maries. a new  Juvenile  Crime  Initiative 
will  go  before  the  California  voters 
that  will  give  law  enforcement  and  juve- 
mle  courts  moie  authority  and  power  over 
youth 

The  Juvenile  Crime  Initiative,  formal- 
ly know  n as  Proposition  2 1 . calls  for  major 
changes  in  the  way  the  stale  deals  with 
youth.  This  includes  trying  minors  as 
young  as  14  as  adults  and  making  them  eli- 
gible for  the  death  penalt>  Prop.  21.  if 
passed  by  voters,  would  also  mean  longer 
prison  sentences  for  minor  offenses, 
removing  tlie  option  of  probation,  and 
expanding  three  strikes  provisions. 
Pcrliaps  the  most  disturbing  change  that 


the  Juvenile  Crime  Initiative  would  estab- 
lish is  giving  the  decision  to  try  a minor  in 
adult  court  to  the  prosecutor  ratlier  than  the 
judge. 

Governor  Gray  Davis,  backed  by 
nearly  every  major  law  enforcement 
agency  in  the  state,  is  a major  supporter  of 
the  Pete  Wilson  drafted  irutiative.  With  a 
strong  lobbying  effort  from  law  enforce- 
ment, a major  transfer  of  funds  will  go  into 
their  annual  budget  According  to  the 
Initiative's  summary  of  chief  purpose  and 
points,  “the  measure  would  result  in  an 
unknown  major  net  costs  to  the  state  of  at 
least  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  annu- 
ally and  one  time  costs  of  at  least  several 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars.'’  It  goes  on 
to  say  that  there  will  be  “unknown  net 
costs  to  local  governments  of  at  least  tens 
of  millions  of  dollars  aruiually.  and  lens  of 
millions  to  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
in  one  lime  costs.” 


This  great  expenditure  of  taxpayer 
money  comes  at  a time  when  violent  crime 
has  significantly  dropped,  and  social  ser- 
vice and  educational  programs  are  suffer- 
ing major  financial  cutbacks.  Currently,  in 
the  state  of  California,  the  starting  salary 
for  a first  year  college  professor  is  an  aver- 
age $41,000  a year,  compared  to  prison 
guard  who  makes  $5 1 .000  a year. 

The  problem,  other  than  being  a bur- 
den on  the  taxpayers,  is  that  the  initiative 
gives  the  term  “gang"  a loose  definition. 
Youths  of  color,  who  are  already  targets  of 
police  harassment,  will  be  disproportion- 
ately affected. 

PeelEI‘1luke’'wriles: 

Juvenile  Crime  Initiative, 

I’m  siltin’  back  thinking,  at  14  being  tried 
as  adults 

but  still  ineligible  for  the  vole! 

Kicking  it  en  la  Misibn, 

radio  blastn’  KPOO  rhythms,  came  asada 
on  the  grill. 

little  kids  play  in  the  park. 

Night  falls,  three  homies  take  a stroll  down 
Mission. 

Turning  left  for  the  alley  lhe>'  hear  tires 


screechn’. 

black  and  white  rolls  up,  cuts  the  comer 
with  the  motor  revn’. 

spotlight  directed  in  their  youngsters’ 
eyes. 

Blue  and  red  lights  reflectn’  off  brown 
skin 

doors  fly  open,  PD  stepn'  out,  shiny  badge 
on  black  hat, 

right  finger  on  the  trigger  and  the  left  one 
in  my  face, 

it’s  either  the  bullet  or  the  mace. 

“Put  your  hands  behind  your  back,  step  to 
the  front, 

palms  fiat,  spread  the  feet,”  in  a flash  of 
confusion 

I'm  straight  deprived  of  my  constitutional 

right  to  speak  and  exist  like  I’m  free! 

I got  my  hands  locked  down, 

authority's  going  through  my  shit. 

I'm  thinking  it's  a police  state,  face  to  the 
ground, 

held  down,  I still  haven't  heard  the  charges 
or  what  I’m  being  searched  for. 


Selling  or  Buying  a Home? 

As  your  professional  Realtor,  my  job  is  to  focus  on  my  clients'  needs  and 
make  the  process  of  buying  or  selling  a home  as  efficient  and  stress  free  as 
possible  I have  community  resources  and  the  latest  technology  to  help 
you  sell  or  find  the  perfect  home.  Call  me  today  for  your  free  Market 
Analysis  or  Home  Buyer's  Guide  Se  Habla  Espanol 


California  Realty 
677  Portola  Drive 


Prudential 


Ricky  Diaz  Anaya 
Realtor© 


San  Francisco,  CA  94127  415  664-9175  Ext:  228 
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Best  Wee-Hour  Yucca  Fix 

Cafe 

Valencia,  directly  around  the  corner 
from  22nd  Street’s  gourmet  cluster,  is 
a world  away  in  its  down-io-earth 
atmosphere  and  cluttered  charm.  On 
the  right  evenings  Cuban  musicians 
may  cram  in  and  serenade  the  merry 
pan-American  clientele.  But  right  now 
you’re  too  hungry  to  muse  on  your 
environment.  Order  the  vegetarian 
plate  ($4.95).  Magic;  glowing  saffron 
rice,  hot  crisp  samosas,  salad,  and  — 


your  savior  — a mild  and  rich  sauteed 
yucca  that  heals,  cleanses,  and  uplifts. 


C"  OA  0 A.  ^ ^ i)  ^ Valencia  St.  near  22nd  • 824-71559 

NOCTURNAL  MON-SAT  7 30  TO  ROUND  MIDNIGHT  W l^kl9  IS  U\l  U 


Visit  Good  Vibrations*  the  Bay  Area's 
“clean*  well-lit  place"  to  buy  sev  toys*  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  ‘friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco  Berkeley 

1210  Valencia  Street  2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(4 1 S)  974-8980  (5 1 0)  84 1 -8987 


Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I lam-8pm 


www.^oody^ibes.cont  l*SOO«BIJVi*VIBE 


JAADA  CAPOtuM. 


ABADA  Capoeira 

Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  20th)  • 5f  • (415)  284-6t96  • www.abada.org 


Capoeira  teens  train  FREE! 
Classes  for  ages  S to  aduft^ 
AfrO'Brazilian  Dance  ^ 
Portuguese  langaa 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)437-3456 
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Not  in  Our  Schools! 
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ISA  Students  Keep  it 
Clean 

Suparin  Nanthasiri 
ISA  Student 


On  Saturday,  October  16,  ISA  had  a school  clean  up 
day.  Several  students  and  some  of  the  school  staff 
showed  up  to  help.  In  addition,  some  of  the  neighbors 
and  some  of  the  parents  of  the  students  joined  in  our 
effort.  We  cleaned  up  a lot  of  rooms  in  the  school.  1 
cleaned  the  Gym  and  organized  some  of  the  stuff  in  the 
building. 

During  lunch  we  barbecued  hamburgers  and  hot 
dogs.  They  were  delicious!  It  was  inspiring  to  see  every- 
body helping  each  other  and  working  together.  I think 
this  was  a good  event  that  we  should  have  in  our  school 
because  it  helps  to  bring  out  our  school  spirit  and  it  also 
keeps  our  school  clean.  It  was  fun! 

That  day,  we  were  more  than  teachers  or  students.  It 
was  as  if  we  were  all  a big  family.  It  doesn't  just  take 
one  person  like  the  janitor  to  keep  the  school  clean.  It 
takes  the  whole  school  community  to  make  ISA  a better 
place. 


A Little  Closer  to  Understanding  Others 

Listen  Up!  Staff 


As  part  of  their  work  investigating  the  meaning  of 
leadership  and  community,  the  staff  of  Listen  Up!  have 
reflected  on  their  own  personal  experience.  These  sto- 
ries are  about  exchanges  they  have  had  with  strangers 
that  pleasantly  surprised  them.  Here  are  some  of  ex- 
cerpts. 

"One  time.  I was  playing  basketball  with  my  friends 
who  were  mostly  African  American.  This  White  kid  was 
ready  to  play  with  us  and  we  were  all  thinking.  "Oh  he's 
weak."  We  thought  just  because  he  was  White,  he 
should  be  playing  soccer,  tennis  or  hockey.  But  once 
he  stepped  onto  the  court  he  surprised  everybody-he 
was  unstoppablel  He  never  missed  onejump  shot.  Af- 
ter the  game  was  over  everybody  wanted  to  be  his 
friend.  I learned  you  shouldn't  stereotype  another  per- 
son just  because  they're  a different  race.  He  really  em- 
barrassed all  of  us." 

-Marshaun  Williams 


"In  my  English  class  we  always  get  into  groups.  Dur- 
ing our  conversations,  I learn  about  the  different  cul- 
tures of  the  people  in  my  group.  For  example,  one  stu- 
dent is  from  Spain  and  she  told  me  that  in  her  country 
people  like  to  watch  bull-fighting.  After  that,  1 tried  to 
learn  more  about  bull-fighting  through  TV  and  in  books. 
I am  very  interested  in  learning  more  about  this  differ- 
ent culture." 

-Yan  Wen  Guo 

‘T  remember  when  my  little  brother  was  in  the  hospi- 
tal. In  his  room  was  this  kid  around  12  years  old,  who  lost 
his  arm  in  an  accident.  He  introduced  himself  to  us.  Five 
days  passed  and  little  by  little  I started  interacting  with 
him.  I helped  him  to  the  bathroom  and  helped  him  get 
dressed.  I began  to  realize  that  it  was  really  hard  being 
disabled  because  you  have  to  ask  people  to  help  you  and 
sometimes  some  people  may  not  want  to.” 

-Karla  Kattengell 

“Moving  to  a new  math  class  was  tough.  It  was  hard  to 
interact  with  people  1 didn’t  know  and  people  who  were 
older  than  me.  1 didn’t  really  talk  to  anyone  in  the  class  for 
the  first  two  days.  Eventually,  I slated  to  communicate  with 
the  girl  next  to  me.  I started  asking  her  if  I could  borrow  her 
materials.  After  I started  getting  help  from  her  and  talking 
to  her  we  became  good  friends.  Now  we  always  communi- 
cate and  interact  with  each  other.  From  my  experience,  I’ve 
learned  somcthii^g  valuable.  You  can’t  judge  a person  by 
their  inu^e  or  outside,  instead  look  at  what  is  inside.” 

-Cynthia  Lim 


Fall  Issue  of 
Listen  Up!  is 
a Slammin'  Success! 


Members  of  the  Listen  Upl  staff 
putting  it  down  for  the  home  team 
by  distributing  our  first  slammin’ 
paper  of  the  new  semester! 

(Pictured  from  left  to  right:  Peter  Jiunti,  Chris 
Smith,  Grisel  Sanchez,  Sanjai  Jagdish  and 
Senad  Joldic) 
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Community  Member  Responds  to 
Listen  Z//?/ Article 

Dear  Ho  Yan  Wong,  November  7. 1999 

1 want  to  thank  you  very  much  for  your  excellent  editorial  "A  Reaction  to  Neighbor  Complaints"  in  Listen 
Up!,  volume  3,  number  1.  This  is  the  first  time  that  I have  seen  the  ISA  newspaper  and  I enjoyed  reading  it 
very  much.  Your  editorial  addressed  the  issue  of  neighbor  complaints,  and  you  make  some  very  good 
points.  I,  too,  am  interested  in  this  issue  since  at  times  I have  been  upset  about  things  I have  experienced  or 
seen  in  the  neighborhood.  I have  lived  in  Potrero  Hill  since  1978  and  this  neighborhood  is  home  to  me. 
Even  though  I am  not  actively  involved  in  ISA,  I try  to  be  a good  neighbor  by  supporting  your  car  washes, 
and  by  donating  books  to  your  school. 

Students  have  been  sitting  on  my  front  stoop  for  years.  I am  happy  to  provide  a place  for  the  students  to  sit. 
No  student  has  ever  asked  permission  to  sit  on  my  stoop,  but  1 don't  think  that  is  necessary.  I grew  up  in  a 
very  small  town  and  we  ran  through  everyone's  backyards  all  the  time.  We  thought  everyone's  backyards 
belonged  to  us,  and  our  neighbors  were  kind  enough  to  let  us  think  that  was  so.  It's  only  fair  that  I extend 
the  same  courtesy  to  the  students  at  ISA. 

You  mentioned  in  your  article  that  sometimes  students  leave  their  trash  on  the  neighbor's  property.  That 
has  happened  to  me  too,  but  it's  not  something  that  I would  complain  about,  though  it  is  something  that  I 
wish  the  students  would  think  about.  When  I come  home  from  work,  I have  enough  to  do  picking  up  my 
own  trash,  without  having  to  pick  up  trash  for  people  I don't  even  know. 

Your  suggestion  encouraging  students  to  say  hello  to  the  neighbors  is  a great  idea.  It  would  be  a nice 
gesture  if  both  the  students  and  the  neighbors  would  start  talking  to  each  other  more.  I have  noticed  that 
since  complaints  about  the  school  were  made  that  no  students  ever  sits  on  my  stoop  anymore.  I miss  that. 
Being  able  to  provide  a stoop  for  the  students  to  sit  on  made  me  feel  like  I was  helping  them  find  a quiet, 
private  place  to  enjoy  before  going  back  to  school. 

I think  that  your  suggestions  are  going  to  help  students  understand  their  responsibility  to  their  community, 
and  hopefully  it  will  help  the  neighbors  understand  that  the  students  sometimes  just  need  a place  to  sit.  I 
also  hope  it  will  help  the  people  who  live  in  the  community  to  understand  that  there  is  no  place  for  rude- 
ness— ever. 

I once  wrote  an  editorial  for  my  high  school  newspaper  that  made  some  people  very  angry.  But,  it  helped 
us  to  start  to  talk  about  a difficult  issue.  I hope  that  your  editorial  does  the  same.  Keep  up  the  good  work, 
and  know  that  you  are  welcome  on  my  stoop  any  day! 

Sincerely, 

Marion  Gillen 


Getting  Off  to  a Healthy  Start 

Carlos  Gomez 
ISA  Teacher 


How  do  you  think  ISA  students  can  do  better  in 
school?  Learn  more?  Have  more  fun?  Be  more  chal- 
lenged? Contribute  more  to  the  school  community?  We 
would  like  to  include  your  ideas  in  a proposal  that  will 
help  to  make  this  school  community  a better  place  for 
everyone.  ISA  students,  teachers,  parents,  families,  ad- 
ministrators and  community  organizations  are  work- 
ing on  a plan  that  will  bring  $450,000  {almost  half  a 
million  dollars)  to  our  school.  The  purpose  of  the  grant 


is  to  bring  all  of  our  talents  and  resources  together  to 
improve  ISA . 

The  Listeit  Up!  staff  with  the  help  of  Ms.  Lew's  h8me 
room  surveyed  over  300  students  at  ISA  on  what  areas 
they  think  would  improve  the  school  and  their  high 
school  experience.  61%  voted  for  more  activities,  25% 
voted  for  health  services  and  14%  voted  for  tutoring. 
What  do  you  think?!  Contact  Mr.  Gomez  with  your  ideas! 

□ Activities 


Graph  by:  Peter  Jiunti/SanJai  Jagdish 


n Counseling 
& Health 
Services 

■ Tutoring 


10  Wgys  to  Boost 
Yout  Gta4es 

. Grisel  Sanchez  and  Cynthia  Lim 
ISA  Students 

Today,  teens  have  been  having  trouble  getting 
their  grades  up.  Some  might  know  why  they  are 
failing,  some  don't.  Some  might  wonder  "Why 
am  I failing?"  or  "Why  eim  I getting  this  grade, 
when  1 did  all  my  work?"  or  "What  can  I do  to  get 
a better  grade?"  Well,  there  are  answers  to  these 
questions.  As  a matter  of  fact  there  are  several 
answers  to  these  questions.  If  you  follow  these 
easy  steps,  then  you  will  have  no  problem  keep- 
ing  a good  grade  or  improving  your  grade. 


O Take  notes  on  each  section  you  read 
® A week  before  your  exam,  split  the  section 
and  read  a little  bit  each  day  to  avoid 
cramming 

® Follow  directions  carefully 
O Do  homework  and  class  work 
© Ask  questions 
® Participate  in  discussions 

O Show  up  to  class  everyday  or  get  missed 
assignments 

© Have  study  groups  before  exam 
© Have  a good  night  sleep  before  the  exam 
® Eat  a good  and  healthy  breakfast  the 
morning  of  your  exam 
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Cynthia  Lim,  Suparin  Nanthasiri, 
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Editorial  and  policy  decisions  are  made 
by  the  staff.  The  staff  consists  of 
students  in  ISA’s  Ethnic  Experience  in 
Literature  class. 

Listen  Upl  name  created  by  Yousanie 
Yarnway,  former  ISA  student. 

Listen  Up!  masthead  design  by  Randy 
Cortez,  former  ISA  student. 

Name,  masthead,  and  theme 
chosen  democratically  by  the 
student  staff. 

20,000  copies  published  four 
times  each  year  by  Our  Schools,  Our 
Media  (a  non-profit  organization  that 
inspires  and  teaches  students  to  mobi- 
lize community  action  on  behalf  of 
their  schools). 

The  views  expressed  in  Listen  UpJ  are 
not  necessarily  those  of  Our  Schools, 
Our  Media  nor  all  members  of  ISA. 

Ms.  Lew  and  Ms.  Guerrero  are  advisors 
to  the  Listen  UpJ  project. 

Thank  you  to  the  New  Mission  News 
for  support  of  this  publication. 

Listen  UpT  is  printed  at  Howard  Quinn, 
a union  shop. 
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Hands  Off! 

Ksenia  Shabelskaya 
ISA  Student 

One  of  the  most  important  problems  of  our  time  is  sexual  harassment.  The  defini- 
tion of  sexual  harassment  includes  unwanted  attention  such  as  visual,  verbal  or 
physical  contact  of  a sexual  nature.  I did  a couple  of  interviews  and  it  shocked  me 
that  people  feel  that  there  is  nothing  they  can  do.  I think  it's  because  they  are  intimi- 
dated, or  they  have  been  threatened  or  lied  to.  They  also  may  not  know  their  rights. 


^ Sexual  harassment  includes  unwanted  sexual  comments, 
touching  and  kissing. 

*0  This  crime  of  violence  is  one  that  primarily  impacts  girls 
and  young  women. 

■9  Girls  and  young  women  under  25  are  more  likely  to  be 
sexually  assaulted  than  women  older  than  25 

^ In  the  United  States,  a woman  is  raped  every  1.3 
minutes. 


One  of  the  things  that  everybody  should  know  is  that  harrassment  is  serious — 
and  illegal.  If  sexual  harassment  happens  at  school  it  is  very  important  for  students 
to  speak  to  a trusted  adult.  If  the  " harasser  " is  an  adult  or  teacher,  it  can  be  very 
scary  to  point  the  finger  at  that  particular  person  who  may  have  control  over  a 
student's  grade  or  who  may  be  the  one  to  write  a letter  recommendation  to  college,  for 
a job,  or  for  a scholarship.  That  adult  may  be  a popular  person  in  the  commuruty, 
someone  who  brings  pride  and  attention  to  the  school.  None  of  these  reasons  are 


Graphic  by: 
Richard  Cramer 


good  enough  for  a student  to  endure  sexual  attention  or  contact  from  an  adult. 

You  should  never  let  anybody  harass  you,  but  if  it  does  happen  here  is  some 
advice:  react  and  don't  ignore  it!  Sexual  harassment  rarely  disappears  on  its  own. 
Seek  help  and  support  with  a school  counselor  or  trusted  adult.  Say  no.  Be  firm  and 
clear.  Let  the  offender  know  that  the  harassment  is  unwelcome  and  unacceptable. 


Students  Attend  ACLU  Conference 

Valerie  Bruce  and  Arlen  Olivas 
ISA  Students 

On  October  26, 1999  there  was  an  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  youth 
rights  conference  in  Berkeley.  Many  high  schools  and  youth  around  the  Bay  Area 
were  present,  including  some  students  from  ISA. 

We  attended  two  workshops  that  interested  us.  One  of  them  was  called  "Gay 
Rights  on  Campus".  In  a little  room  as  we  sat  on  the  floor,  a group  of  speakers  told  us 
about  the  problems  of  homophobia  and  how  to  start  a Gay  Straight  Alliance  (GSA) 
Club  in  our  schools.  A new  bill  was  signed  by  Governor  Davis  that  will  protect 
lesbian/gay,  and  bisexual  students  from  discrimination.  We  learned  that  every  stu- 
dent has  a right  to  go  to  school  and  not  be  harassed  on  a daily  basis  about  their 
sexual  orientation.  We  were  surprised  to  learn  how  much  homophobia  exists  in  our 
schools  and  communities  today. 

The  second  workshop  we  attended  was  called  "Know  Your  Rights  With  The  Po- 
lice". Do  you  knozv  what  to  do  when  confronted  by  the  police?  Jasmin  Smith,  a 
woman  that  fights  against  police  brutality,  gave  us  some  tips  on  how  to  protect 
ourselves  from  police  harrassment.  A skit  was  played  out  for  us  to  show  the  youth 
what  happens  in  a confusing  situation.  In  this  skit  a young  man  wearing  blue  was 
walking  down  the  street.  A policeman  stopped  him  because  of  the  color  he  was 
wearing.  Theyoungperson  was  confused  as  to  what  he  did  wrong.  Then  the  police 


man  started  attacking  him  with  personal  questions.  The  youth  did  not  know  his 
rights.  A youth's  rights  are:  You  have  the  right  to  remain  silent,  and  the  right  to  say 
nothing  unless  an  attorney  is  present.  Make  sure  you  don't  do  anything  suspicious. 
Do  not  give  consent  to  a seardi  unless  the  police  have  a probable  cause.  Most  of  all, 
stay  calm. 

Lastly,  we  learned  more  about  the  Juvenile  Crime  Initiative  that  might  be  passed  in 
March  of 2000.  This  initiative  will  take  away  rights  from  teens.  Under  this  initiative, 
a youth  can  be  tried  as  an  adult  and  youths  will  be  put  into  harsher  adult  prison 
enviroriments  instead  Juvenile  Hail.  It  will  also  require  that  "gang  offenders"  regis- 
ter with  the  local  authorities  (just  like  sex  offenders).  Please  learn  more  about  the 
Juvenile  Crime  Initiative 
and  tell  others  that  can 
vote  to  please  vote  against 
it.  We  may  be  young,  but 
we  also  have  the  right  to 
be  respected.  From  this 
field  trip,  we  learned  how 
to  respect  one  another  and 
how  to  take  care  of  our- 
selves when  it  comes  to 
police  brutality. 

Valerie  Bruce,  Arlen  Olivas  and  Annie  Chan 
at  the  ACLU  conference 


Listen  Up  as  I Speak  for  My 
Community! 

Keith  Johnson 
ISA  Student 

I want  to  improve  where  I live — the  Alice  Griffith  Projects,  otherwise  known  as 
Double  Rock.  I would  like  to  remove  all  of  the  security  and  all  of  the  main  gates  that 
block  the  main  entrance  and  that  surround  our  community.  All  the  security  does  is 
cause  problems.  They  come  around  in  their  security  suits  thinking  that  they  are  the 
real  police  by  denying  us  of  our  rights.  They  make  us  move  from  where  we  are 
standing  and  they  use  foul  language  at  us  for  no  reason.  The  security  guards  tell  the 


real  police  that  the  youth  are  a big  gang,  just  because  we  all  know  each  other  and 
like  to  be  around  each  other.  I don't  see  anything  wrong  with  that  because  we  all 
grew  up  together — we're  like  a big  family. 

The  security  expects  us  to  stay  inside  when  it  is  hot  outside  and  they  tell  us  to  go 
in  our  houses  when  it  gets  late.  They  randomly  choose  who  to  let  in  and  out  of  our 
commvmity.  They  open  the  gates  for  outsiders  that  cause  problems  and  they  won't 
open  the  gates  for  people  from  the  community. 

Our  community  doesn't  like  the  security  because  they  harass  us.  We  had  a 
petition  put  out  on  them,  but  they  didn't  leave.  We  even  wrote  Willie  Brown,  but 
he's  the  real  reason  they  are  there  (they  told  Willie  that  we  had  a lot  of  violence  in 
our  community).  We  don't  want  them  in  our  community  but  we  don't  have  anyone 
to  help  us  go  against  them. 

To  tell  you  the  truth,  they  need  to  take  the  money  that  they  are  paying  for  the 
security  and  put  it  to  good  use  on  something  positive,  like  remodeling  our  homes. 
They  need  to  put  air<onditioning  in  the  housing  because  we  have  a few  senior 
citizens  in  our  community  and  the  heat  outside  at  times  could  make  them  get  heat 
stroke  or  sick.  Our  Boy's  and  Girl's  club  needs  remodeling  too!  We  need  our 
basket  ball  court  to  be  fixed  up  in  addition  to  other  things.  For  now,  that's  what 
we  really  need. 


To  find  out  more  about  this 
publication  or  Our  Schools, 

Our  Media  contact: 

Pia  Guerrero 

A (415)  831-6145 

741  • 30th  Ave.  ' . ' 

SFCA  94121  email:  pia@o$om.org 

» Or  visit  us  at  www.osom.org 

tel:  (415)  831-6142 

OSOM  inspires  and  teaches  students  to  mobilize  community  action  on  behalf  of 
their  schools. 
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Gardening  for  AIDS 
Awareness 

Pei  Xuan  Huang,  Connie  Lau, 

Kenny  Lei,  Ho  Yan  Wong 
ISA  Students 


Pei  Huang  gardens  for 
a good  cause 

As  part  of  the  Listen  Up!  class 
we  take  on  an  Social  Action 
project  where  we  volunteer  with 
a community  project  that  inter- 
ests us.  Four  of  us  volunteered 
one  Saturday  gardening  in  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Grove  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Park. 

At  the  AIDS  Memorial  Grove, 
we  not  only  worked  weeding 
and  planting,  but  the  director 
took  us  on  a walk  around  the 
grove.  It  was  so  beautiful  there, 


I 

the  trees  were  so  high,  you 
couldn't  help  but  feel  that  you 
were  very  little  in  this  world.  On 
this  tour,  the  director  took  us  to 
see  some  thing  that  made  us  so 
excited!  In  the  grove,  there  is  a 
round  circle  on  the  ground,  and 
on  it  are  about  a hundred  names 
of  people  who  support  the  fight 
against  AIDS  in  United  States. 
Some  of  these  people  are  very  fa- 
mous. If  you  stand  in  the  center 
of  the  circle  facing  a certain  di- 
rection and  say  something  out 
loud,  you  can  hear  an  echo 
around  you— it's  amazing. 

After  doing  different  activi- 
ties, we  made  a huge  circle 
linked  to  each  other  by  our 
hands.  At  that  moment  it  was 
time  for  the  participants  to  re- 
member their  friends  or  family 
that  have  AIDS. 

Each  of  us  had  a very  strong 
reaction  to  this  activity.  Here  are 
some  of  our  thoughts: 

"At  that  moment  it  gave  me  a 
strong  emotion  -about  how 
people  care  about  those  with 


AIDS,  and  how  much  people  are 
suffering  with  this  disease.  This 
was  a good  time  for  us  to  think 
about  the  meaning  of  this  activ- 
ity. We  did  not  come  just  to  gar- 
den, it  was  an  opportunity  to 
care  about  the  AIDS  problem, 
and  remind  us  that  in  this  cen- 
tury, there  have  been  a lot  of 
people  who  are  suffering  from 
AIDS. 

"This  project  made  me  re- 
member my  aunt  who  died  of 
AIDS  because  she  accidentally 
got  it  from  a patient  she  treated 
in  the  hospital.  In  Chinese  cul- 
ture most  believe  that  people 
with  AIDS  have  committed  a sin. 
I believe  it  is  time  for  us  to  change 
our  minds,  and  understand 
more  about  AIDS  and  HIV—  not 
every  AIDS  patient  has  con- 
tracted the  disease  through  sex. 
It's  time  to  open  our  hearts  and 
accept  all  of  those  with  the  virus 
and  give  them  support." 

—Ho  Yan  Wong 

"People  used  this  chance  to 
show  the  outside  world  that  we 
care  about  the  people  who  have 
died  of  AIDS  and  who  live  with 
the  disease  as  well.  I think 
people  hope  that  they  can  use 
this  gardening  activity  to  show 


The  Safe  Schools  Resolution:  What  it  Means 
for  Students  and  Parents 


The  school  board  passed  the 
safe  schools  resolution  last 
Spring.  All  parents  should 
know  what  this  means  for  thier 
children. 

1.  Schools  can  only  in- 
volve police  in  certain 
types  of  situations 
The  resolution  states  that 
schools  can  only  call  the  police 
to  address  behavior  in  two  types 
of  situations.  First,  the  school 
can  involve  the  police  when  the 
school  is  required  by  law  to  call 
the  police,  which  includes  weap- 


Derrlyn  Tom 
ISA  Teacher 

ons  offenses,  threats  or  attacks 
on  school  employees  and  as- 
saults that  cause  very  serious 
injury.  Second,  the  school  may 
call  the  police  if  involvement  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  physi- 
cal safety  of  students  or  staff. 

Except  in  emergencies,  only  a 
school  site  administrator  can 
call  the  police, 

2.  Schools  must  call  par- 
ents when  they  call  the 
police 


D«V|DE 


Potrero  HUVs  First  and  Best  Video  Store 
VHS  • DVD  • GAMES 

1521  1 8*  Street  (nr.  Connecticut) 
826-2900  • www.drvid.com 

Proud  to  support  our  schools  with  free  video 
rentals  for  classroom  use! 


BIG  JOHN'S 

MISCBLLANEOUS  STORE 

New  & Used 

Furniture  • Appliances  • Housewares 


You  inmtc  it.  uvVe  fjot  nu 
And  If  wc  don’t  have  it.  wvUI  ect  it  for  youlf 


Hours:  Daily,  9 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 

John  H.  Loggins  2232  Mission  Street 

(415)  861-3552  San  Francisco 


The  resolution  requires  that 
when  a school  does  call  the  po- 
lice to  address  student  behavior 
the  school  must  immediately 
contact  the  student's  parents. 
This  includes  calling  all  num- 
bers on  the  emergency  card  and 
all  numbers  provided  by  the  stu- 
dent. Parents  must  be  a given 
reasonable  opportunity  to  come 
to  school  before  their  child  is 
queshoned. 

If  a parent  cannot  be  present, 
the  student  must  be  given  the 
option  of  having  a school  staff 
member  of  his  or  her  choice 
present  for  the  police  question- 
ing. 


Student 

Filmmakers  Want 
Your  Help! 

We  are  three  tenth  grade  stu- 
dents at  ISA  doing  something  great 
for  the  San  Francisco,  Hunters 
Point  District.  We  are  making  a 
film  on  the  issues  going  on  right 
now  in  that  community.  This  film 
is  going  to  be  filmed  and  edited  by 
youth.  If  you  want  to  learn  more, 
if  you  want  to  be  involved  or  if  you 
want  the  film  to  be  screened  at  a 
particular  place,  let  us  know.  (We 
also  need  technical  help  to  fix  our 
analog  editing  equipment.)  CALL 
(415)  695-5866  and  ASK  for  MS. 
TOM. 


gratitude  to  these  people.  Even 
though  we  can't  cure  AIDS,  we 
can  show  love  and  care  towards 
these  patients." 

—Kenny  Lei 

"In  my  opinion,  this  activity 
was  good  for  us  to  understand 
AIE^.  I realized  that  we  did  not 
just  come  to  garden,  it  was  an 
opportunity  to  care  about  the 
AIDS  problem  in  our  lives,  and 
to  remind  us  that  in  this  century, 
in  this  world,  there  are  a lot  of 
people  who  are  suffering  from 
AIDS  and  HIV." 


-Pei  Huang 


Kenny  Lei  takes  a 
break  to  smile  for  the 
camera 


3.  The  school  district 
must  review  and  monitor 
the  way  in  which  police  are 
involved  at  schools 

AU  calls  to  the  police  must  be 
reported  in  writing  to  the  school 
administrator's  supervisor  at 
the  School  District.  Those  super- 
visors must  monitor  those  re- 
ports and  take  action  when  a 
school  is  calling  the  police  in 
inappropriate  situations. 

The  school  board  must  ap- 
point a committee  that  will  re- 
view reports  regarding  calls  to 
the  police  and  make  a report  to 
the  school  board. 

The  following  organizations 
may  be  able  to  help  you  if  you 
have  questions  about  the  reso- 
lution or  problems  regarding 
this  issue: 

Parent  Advocates  for  youth 

415-239-1061 

Youth  Making  a Change 
n 415-239-016f 

I La  Raza  Centro  Legal,  Youth 
I Law  Project  415-575-3500 

I Legal  Services  for  Children 
I 415-863-3762 


Book  Review 
on  The 
Watcher 

Edvin  Mejia 
ISA  Student 

The  book  that  I recommend 
is  called  "The  Watcher".  It  is 
about  a girl  who  gets  into  the 
TV  by  watching  a soap  opera. 
It  is  a pretty  cool  book  but  you 
should  especially  read  if  you 
are  really  into  a particularTV 
show. 

The  book  starts  with  a girl 
named  Catherine  who  is 
watching  a show  called  soap 
opera.  Tbere  is  a girl  in  tliis 
TV  show  called  Cassandra. 

What  I like  about  the  book 
is  that  Catherine  thinks  she  is 
Cassadra  because  she  is  so 
hooked  on  the  show.  In  one 
episode  of  the  TV  show  the 
character  of  Cassandra  has  a 
birthday  party  where  her  dad 
gives  her  a sports  car. 
Cassandra  said  that  she 
wanted  to  drive  it.  She  lived 
on  a hill  and  when  she  went 
to  drive  the  car,  he  could  tell 
something  was  wrong.  (What 
she  didn't  know  was  that  her 
car's  brakes  were  no  good!)  I 
can't  tell  you  the  whole  story, 
so  I will  skip  to  the  end. 

In  the  end  Catherine  finds 
out  that  what's  happening  in 
the  show  is  happerung  to  her 
in  real  life.  In  the  soap  opera 
the  killer  who  tried  to  kill 
Cassandra  is  caught  . 
Catherine  thinks  that  she 
might  find  out  who  is  doing 
the  same  thing  to  her  in  real 
life.  I won't  tell  you  who  the 
murderer  is,  but  you  can  find 
out  if  you  go  to  a library  near 
you  and  look  up  the  book. 

The  people  that  would  most 
enjoy  this  book  are  people 
who  are  into  mysteries,  hor- 
ror, and  suspense  stories.  This 
was  a great  book,  because  it 
kept  me  in  suspense  in  the 
middle  of  the  story.  I could  re- 
ally feel  what  was  going  on  in 
the  book.  In  the  end,  I made  a 
small  list  to  find  out  who  tried 
to  kill  these  girls.  It  was  so 
cool  to  read  the  end  and  take 
part  in  solving  the  mystery. 


J 


New  StAr  LiqMor  &■  DeU 

5*n  CA 

mt  071% 


f4om<  mjkbc  »AUb».  50wmtct 
MMbvtfkbe#  & Mtbblc  tMtem  fpcciAh^ 


STATE  FARM  fHSUAANCE  COMPANIES 
HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMmCTON.  ILUHOI8 


LINDA  K WII I lAMi^ 
Aoem.  ue.  FOTseose 


1536  20ttt  StTMt 
Swt  Franolaco,  CA  M107 


Bm».:  (415)646-1156 
Fml  (416)206^1 


New  Mission  News 


JANUARY  2000  13 


Farewell,  Chris 

n 


One  of  the  people  we  will  all  miss  in  the  coming  year  is  Chris  Cliristensen.  Chris  is 
retiring  after  25  years  with  Walgrens,  the  last  twelve  at  the  cosmetics  counter  at  the  16th 
and  Mission  store.  Co-workers  and  regular  customers  are  distraught  that  Chris,  who  was 
always  willing  to  listen  their  troubles,  is  leaving.  Chris  had  the  gift  for  brightening  each 
of  the  many  lives  she  touched  during  the  working  day.  Some  of  the  clientele  at  I6th  and 
Mission  can  sometimes  be  a little  difficult  to  handle  but  Chris  treated  each  person  with 
repect  and  warmth.  Many  of  them  called  her  “mom”  and  went  to  her  for  advice.  People 
like  Chris  make  a tremendous  difference  in  our  lives  simply  by  being  kind. 


Professor  Oppenheimer  has  written 
extensively  about  the  legal  history  of  the 
civil  rights  movement,  as  well  as  current 
issues  in  civil  rights  law.  He  teaches  at 
Golden  Gate  University  and  is  visiting 
scholar  at  the  University  of  C^ifomia’s 
Institute  for  the  Study  of  Social  Change.  In 
addition  he  is  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Lawyers  Committee  for 
Civil  Rights  for  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area,  The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
of  Northern  California.  Equal  Rights 
Advocates,  and  the  Society  of  American 
Law  Teachers. 

The  lecture  is  cosponsored  by  Golden 
Gate  University  School  of  Law  and  the 
Bar  Association  of  San  Francisco.  It  is 
generously  funded  by  the  Helzel  Family 
Foundation.  For  more  information,  call 
Lorri  Ungaretti  at  (415)  442-6636. 

UytInitfHuJbts 

To  see  some  visual  aspects  of  the  African 
American  historical  legacy,  check  out  the 
work  of  self-taught  artist  Ronnie 
Goodman  currently  on  display  at 
Javalencia.  Goodman  will  host  a collabo- 
rative exhibition  in  memory  of  Dr.  King 
that  will  run  through  February  at 
Javalencia.  There  will  be  a reception  for 
the  artists  January  15,  4pm.  Javalencia 
Cafe,  920  Valencia  St.  (between  20th  & 
21st)  Call  550-0444  for  more  information. 

Docent  Recruidnent 

If  you  have  some  extra  time  to  spare, 
there's  no  better  place  to  spend  it  than  at 
the  Mexican  Museum.  The  Mexican 
Museum  is  seeking  volunteers  for  their 
Docent  Training  Program,  Volunteer 
docents  guide  museum  visitors  throu^  a 
broad  range  of  changing  e.xhibitions  in  the 


OrigiK  •!  he  Civil  lights  Act 

On  Thursday,  January  13,  in  honor  of 
Martin  Luther  Kings.  Jr.’s  birthday. 
Professor  of  Law  David  Oppenheimer  of 
Golden  Gate  University  will  speak  on  “Dr. 
King’s  Legal  Legacy,  How  Direct  Action 
in  Birmingliam  Led  to  the  Introduction  of 


3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia  • 


Featuring 
Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1 1am  to  10  pm 

• • • 285-5200 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Oopn  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 ^ 

Robert  C.  Conicofos.  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  RoR^torfC  D.D.S, 

Bryan  Arant.  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron.  R.D.H. 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


visual  arts  galleries  located  at  Fort  Mason 
Center. 

The  Mexican  Museum  is  particularly 
interested  in  students,  part-timers,  and 
spirited,  energetic  retirees  who  have  the 
weekdays  available  (most  scheduled  tours 
are  on  Thursdays,  from  10am  to  4pm). 
Exhibits  change  every  four  moruhs.  so  an 
ability  to  be  flexible  and  receptive  to  new 
information  is  extremely  important 

A background  in  the  arts  is  not 
mandatory,  however  volunteers  must  be 
responsible,  reliable,  and  out-going. 
Docent  volunteers  must  also  have  the 
capacity  to  communicate  effectively  with  a 
group,  demonstrate  a sincere  pleasure  in 
working  with  the  public,  and  be  interested 
in  acquiring  knowledge  in  the  arts  and  cul- 
tures of  Mexico  and  \hc  Americas.  An 
ability  to  speak  Spanish  and  foreign  lan- 
guages is  highly  desirable,  although  not 
required. 

Immediate  openings  are  available  and 
the  ne.xt  Training  Session  begins  Januar\ 
21,  2000.  Spring  Training  begins  May  5. 
2000.  Interested  individuals  can  obtain  an 
application  by  calling  (415)  202-9713. 
These  are  volunteer  positions  and  do  not 
offer  a paid  stipend,  but  do  provide  a great 
opportunity  for  professional  and  personal 
development. 

The  Mexican  Museum  is  a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit  responsible  for  raising  all  funds 
for  its  education  and  public  programs 

The  Mexican  Museum  is  located  at 
Fort  Mason  Center,  Building  D,  at  Laguna 
and  Marina  Blvd,  Tel:  (415)  441-0445, 
Fax:  (415)441-7683. 


the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.”  Free  and  open 
to  the  public,  the  address  will  be  held  at  12 
noon  in  Auditorium  C,  Golden  Gate 
University,  at  536  Mission  Street.  It  will 
trace  the  legal  and  social  history  of  the 
most  important  civil  rights  law  of  the 
twentieth  century. 
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The  Mission’s  “Phantom  Train” 

Old  railroad  left  its  mark  on  the  land  and  architecture  of  the  area 


By  Ed  Olmstead 


finally  turned  east,  reaching  the  Townsend 
and  4th  St.  terminus. 


For  over  40  years  (1864-1906)  San 
Francisco's  sole  rail  link,  which 
connected  it  with  San  Jose,  ran 
through  the  heart  of  the  Mission  District 
Today  one  can  still  find  many  physical 
traces  of  this  old  rail  line 


First  built  in  1864  as  the  "San 
Francisco  and  San  Jose  Railroad"  (SF  & 
SJ).  this  uain  approached  the  city  from  the 
south,  via  Colma,  skirting  Mount  San 
Bruno's  west  side  In  fact  the  present  day 
route  of  HWY  280  (from  Daly  City  to 
Glen  Park)  exactly  follows  the  old  right  of 
way  of  this  rail  line.  The  tracks  ran  along 
what  is  now  San  Jose  Avenue,  and  diago- 
nally from  Dolores  and  Cesar  Chavez, 
down  to  Harrison  and  22nd  streets.  The 
route  continued  north  on  Harrison  and 


Looking  northeast  from  Valencia  and  25th. 
Valencia  Station  was  located  in  the  lot  next  to 
this  triangular  building.  The  site  is  now  occu- 
pied by  Synergy  School, 


This  served  as  rhe  line  into  San 
Francisco  until  the  1906  earthquake,  at 
which  time  a tunnel  was  constructed 
allowing  rail  travel  along  the  bayshore  and 
east  of  Mount  San  Bruno. 

It  is  not  diificult  to  find  evidence  of 
the  old  train  route  in  the  neighborhood. 
There  are  many  buildings  that  were  con- 
structed adjacent  to  its  tracks  and  the 
unusual  shape  of  these  structures  helps  to 
show  the  cfourse  of  the  old  rail  line. 

Heading  north,  the  line  entered  the 
Mission,  where  present  day  San  Jose 
Avenue  runs  through  a gap,  w est  of  Bernal 
Heights.  This  is  called  the  Bernal  Cut  and 
is  a widened  version  of  the  original  trench- 
like cut  made  for  the  railroad.  The  old 
route  then  followed  the  contours  of  tire 
landscape,  wending  up  almost  to  Church 
Sl  and  then  back  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Dolores  Streets.  Here  it  turned  north  east, 
at  a 45  degree  angle,  running  diagonally 
througli  a number  of  blocks. 

Between  Cesar  Chavez  and  26lh 
Streets,  one  finds  the  Samoan 
Presbyterian  Church,  a very  long  slender 
building.  This  church  is  built  on  the  old 
rail  line,  which  accounts  for  it's  unusual 
shape. 

A block  further  along,  near  26th  St. 
and  Guerrero,  a narrow  park  called  Juri 
Commons,  runs  from  southwest  to  north- 
east through  the  entire  block.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  distinctive  examples  of  the  old 
tram  line  leaving  its  mark  on  the  neighbor- 
hood. Juri  Commons  is  located  on  the  old 
right  of  way,  and  virtually  every  house  on 
either  side  of  it  is  built  at  an  odd  angle. 
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Locomotive  comes  through  the  Bernal  Cut  with  Bernal  Hill  in  the  background. 


conforming  to  the  railroad  property  line. 

Further  along,  at  the  northeast  comer 
of  Valencia  and  25th  Streets,  one  reaches 
the  site  of  what  was  once  the  Valencia 
Street  Train  Station.  Presently,  tliis  is  the 
location  of  The  Synergy  School.  Bui  adja- 
cent to  this  school,  there  is  an  extremely 
narrow  triangular  house.  This  house  was 
originally  built  to  fit  onto  a snug  parcel  of 
land  benveen  25th  St.  and  the  train  tracks. 

Going  further  through  the  neighbor- 
hood, one  continues  to  find  more  oddly 
shaped  buildings.  A good  example  is  the 
Cala  Foods  Supermarket,  located  on  South 
Van  Ness  near  24th  Street.  The  front  of  the 
building  looks  perfectly  normal,  but  the 
back  of  it  narrows  almost  to  a poinL  again 
conforming  to  the  old  right  of  way. 

Upon  reaching  Harrison  St.  the  tracks 
proceeded  north,  straight  down  the  middle 
of  the  road.  A photo  taken  in  1906  shows 
a long  freight  train  being  pulled  by  three 
large  steam  engines  on  a single  track  in  the 
middle  of  unpaved  Harrison  Street.  It  is 
hard  now  to  imagine  a full  length  freight 
train  coming  down  this  road,  yet  it  was  just 


a couple  of  years  ago  that  the  last  train 
tracks  were  pulled  up  from  Harrison.  As 
this  was  the  main  rail  line,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  why  there  are  warehouses  and 
loading  docks  facing  onto  this  stretch  of 
road. 

When  the  SF  & SJ  Railroad  began 
operating  in  1864  it  was  one  of 
California's  first  inler<ity  rail  links,  and 
its  $2.50  fare  to  San  Jose,  completely 
undercut  the  $32  fee  being  charged  by 
stagecoach  drivers  on  the  same  route.  The 
railroad  tycoons  Stanford,  Huntington, 
Crocker  and  Hopkins,  known  as  the  “Big 
Four",  soon  bought  out  the  SF  & SJ.  This 
peninsula  train  line,  thus  served  as  the 
beginnings  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad,  which  would  spread  across 
California  and  much  of  the  country. 

HuntiRg  Trips  tt  tbs  pemnsRla 

One  unusual  piece  of  trivia  related  to  these 
early  days,  is  that  the  first  ever,  "hunting 
cars”,  later  emulated  on  the  western 
prairie,  were  actually  run  out  of  San 
Francisco!  On  weekends  an  enlarged 
caboose  would  carry  up  to  fifty  hunters 
and  their  dogs  down  the  peninsula  for  a 


Atteniling  your  local  public  school  isn’t 
automatic.  You  have  to  register. 

And  considering  how  many  parents  are 
doing  just  that,  you  might  want  to  hurry. 

Who;  The  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District  is  now 
enrolling  students  for  the  2000-2001  school  year. 

When:  Application  deadline  is  January  7,  2000. 

Where:  Any  San  Francisco  Public  School,  or  the  Educational 
Placement  Center  at  555  Franklin  St. 

Questions?  Call  415-241-6085  or  visit  us  at  www.sfusd.k12.ca.us 


Did  you  know  that  schools  with  soaring  test  scores,  language  immersion 
programs,  dedicated  faculty  and  classes  of  no  more  than  20  students 
are  right  in  your  neighborhood?  Which  means  going  to  great  lengths  tor 
your  chlldk  education  doesn't  mean  going  great  distances  for  it. 

San  Francisco  Unified  School  District 
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day’s  shooting.  This  gives  a clear  indica- 
tion of  how  uiq>opulated  the  peninsula 
back  then. 

At  its  beginning,  the  line  to  San  Jose 
could  hardly  have  been  called  a “com- 
muter traia”  It  made  stops  at  such  places 
as  Leland  Stanford’s  lO.OOO-acre  “farm” 
as  well  as  the  mansion  of  William  Ralstoa 
founder  of  the  Bank  of  California. 
(Ralston  called  his  estate  Belmont).  There 
were  no  sizable  towns  or  cities  before  one 
reached  San  Jose. 

Rineral  trains  to  Colma 

In  the  late  1800’s,  after  San  Francisco  had 
moved  most  of  its  cemeteries  to  Ck)lma  the 
Mission  Rail  Line  served  yet  another  pur- 
pose. Two  or  three  car  funeral  trains  ran 
out  of  the  Valencia  Street  Station  carrying 
the  deceased  and  the  bereaved  to  Colma. 
One  car  was  specifically  designed  to  the 
cany  coffins.  Until  the  advent  of  automo- 
bile travel,  the  Mission  trains  served  as  the 
main  means  of  accessing  the  Colma  ceme- 


teries. According  to  Bill  Welch,  third  gen- 
eration owner  of  Duggan’s  Funeral 
Service,  there  were  at  one  time,  “two  or 
three  funeral  homes  on  every  block,” 
around  the  Valencia  Sl  Station.  That  gave 
them  easy  access  to  these  trains. 

THE  1906  EARTHQUAKE  AND  HRE 

As  the  1906  fire  burned  virtually  all  of 
downtown  San  Francisco  and  spread  half 
way  across  the  Irmer  Mission,  the  Valencia 
Sl  Station  became  an  important  deliveiy 
point  for  Red  Cross  relief  supplies. 
Emergency  goods,  arriving  by  rail,  were 
unloaded  at  the  station  and  then  carted  a 
half  block  up  to  the  residence  of  Suiuiy 
Jim  Rolph  (the  future  mayor  of  San 
Francisco).  This  served  as  an  important 
relief  center  for  the  many  people  who  had 
lost  their  homes. 

This  episode  would  be  one  of  the  most 
rKJteworthy  in  the  history  of  the  Mission 
train  line,  but  the  same  year  also  saw  the 
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Looking  southwest  on  San  Jose  Street  at  Juri  Commons  Park.  Both  the  park 
and  surrounding  buildings  were  shaped  by  the  railroad  right  of  way. 


train  line,  but  the  same  year  also  saw  the 
begirming  of  its  demise.  New  tracks  had 
been  constructed  rurming  along  the 
bayshore  and  east  of  Mount  San  Bruno. 
They  replaced  the  Mission  route  as  San 
Francisco’s  link  with  San  Jose  and  the 
peninsula.  The  train  tracks  through  the 
Mission  became  less  used  and  eventually 


were  removed. 

The  sounds  of  train  whistles  and 
steam  engines,  as  well  as  the  dark  clouds 
of  smoke  and  soot  from  burning  coal  have 
long  been  absent  from  the  neighborhood, 
but  walking  through  the  neighborhood 
today  one  can  still  find  many  physical 
reminders  of  the  old  Mission  train  line. 
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A family  in  Mission  history 

The  Duggan- Welch  story  goes  back  115  years 


by  Victor  Miller 


^ ^At  one  time  there  were  tw-o  or  three 
funeral  parlors  on  eveiy  block  of 
Valencia  Street  ” says  Bill  Welch  pro- 
prietor of  Duggan’s  Funeral  Service.  He 
ought  to  know.  For  five  generations  the 
Hagan-Duggan-Welch  family  has  con- 


ducted funerals  in  the  Mission  District. 
There  are  few  other  local  institutions  that 
have  been  so  enduring.  Mission  Dolores 
itself  and  the  Columbia  Park  Boy’s  and 
Girls  Club  (1906)  are  perliaps  the  only 
two.  Of  the  numerous  funeral  homes  along 
Valencia  Street  only  Duggan’s  remains. 
The  proliferation  of  these  establishments 
on  Valencia  was  a direct  result  of  the 


Southern  Pacific  train  station  at  25th  and 
Valencia  (see  Mission  i Phantom  Train  on 
page  14). 

In  the  late  1800’s,  San  Francisco’s 
population  grew  larger  and  more  land  was 
needed  for  housing  and  business.  City  offi- 
cials began  restricting  the  number  of  buri- 
als within  San  Francisco  and  relegating 
them  to  Colma.  In  pre-automobile  days 
proximity  to  the  station  became  a definite 
asset  for  funeral  directors,  who  could 
arrange  for  processions  down  Valencia 
Street  to  special  funeral  trains.  Some  rem- 
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Duggan’s  today.  Standing  from  left  to  right  Josef  Swinderskl,  Nigel  La  Qua.  Bernard  Venter  and  Vaughn  Nixon;  seated 
William  Welch  and  Maria  Gomez.  Photo  by  Margaret  Yamasaki. 


nants  of  the  industry  are  easy  to  spot  such 
as  Mission  Chapel,  now  a plumbing  sup- 
plies business  on  Valencia  near  15th,  oth- 
ers such  as  the  Elbo  Room  and  both  New 
College  buildings  are  not.  The  Suhr 
Mortuary  survives  in  name  only  - Greg 
Suhr  is  the  current  captain  of  Mission 
Police  Station,  which  is  right  across  the 
street  from  Duggans. 

James  Hagan,  linsmilh 

The  Duggan- Welch  family  tradition  began 
with  James  Hagan,  a native  of  Oldham, 
England.  Hagan  came  to  California  as  a 
common  seaman  but  soon  established 
himself  as  a tinsmith  in  Centerville. 
During  the  early  I880's  a series  of  influen- 
za epidemics  created  a need  for  hand  sol- 
dered zinc  caskets.  Successful  in  this  trade, 
Hagan  came  to  San  Francisco  and  estab- 
lished himself  sometime  around  1885  as 
an  undertaker. 

An  1889  San  Francisco  City  Directory 
lists  a “Hagan  and  Schofield”  (James  and 
Joseph  Hagan  and  George  Schofield)  as 
being  undertakes  and  embalmers  at  507 
Valencia.  In  1892  the  Hagan  Brothers 
Undertakers  was  listed  at  525  Valencia, 
now  Cafe  Istanbul.  Hagan  moved  two 
more  times  in  the  same  area,  first  to  445 
Valencia  and  in  1899  to  49  Duboce  Street 
where  he  and  his  family  also  lived.  Hagan 
had  stables  for  the  hearse-pulling  horses 
and  a carpentry  shop  for  making  caskets  in 
the  basement 

Hagan  contracted  with  the  city  to  bury 
the  indigent  and  so  be  became  San 
Francisco’s  ofificiai  undertaker.  Fora  small 
fee  his  wife  Sarah  Letitia  Hagan,  an 
accomplished  seamstress,  sewed  cloth 
coverings  for  the  coffins. 

The  Hagan’s  did  well  enough  to  send 
their  youngest  daughter  Henrietta  to  med- 
ical school  at  the  University  of  California, 
and  to  hire  James  Duggan  as  a general 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Spedaf  Rates  tor  t^ton-Protifs 

GRAPHICS  415*824-7421 

SPANISH/ENOLISH  TYPESETTING  • AD  DESIGN  • LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  • NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  • PLYERS  • BROCHURES  • INVITATIONS  • COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  lUUSTRATIONS 
ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  ASSISTANCE  • PROOFREADING  • BILINGUAL  INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTIONS 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


CXPO£IP,X.  SXLJX.  SILKJCP^eeN.  AZT6C  FUSION 
DXNCe.  LIF£  OXXWING.  FLXM6NCO. 
PHOTOCPvXPHy.  TXNGO.  JEWING.  TH£XTP,£.  ' 
TH£  LIST  GOES  ON... 

Classes  begin 

4 january  2000 


mccla‘2868  mission  street-son  francisco-(415)821-n55 


New  Mission  News 


JANUARY  2000  17 


handymaa  Duggan's  primaiy  responsibil- 
ity was  to  care  for  the  horses,  a skill  he’d 
developed  as  a calvaiyman  during  the 
Spanish  American  War.  The  veteran  had 
an  eye  for  the  boss's  daughter  and  Duggan 
married  Henrietta  just  after  she  received 
her  MD  in  1903.  This  earned  Hagan’s 
wrath  because  Duggan  was  Irish,  Catholic, 
and,  worst  of  all,  hired  help. 


William  Duaoan,  union  man 

Duggan  was  told  to  seek  employment  else- 
where and  for  a time  plied  the  horse  and 
carriage  taxi  trade,  eventually  purchasing  a 
limousine  when  the  horseless  carriage  sup- 
planted the  horse.  Duggan  became  active 
in  union  organizing  circles  and  established 
many  lasting  ties  with  members  of  the 
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city’s  labor  movement.  He  eventually 
became  a charter  member  of  the 
International  Drivers'  Union. 


In  1916,  after  taking  a course  in 
embalming,  he  returned  to  the  profession 
of  his  wife’s  family  and  purchased 
William  Green  Undertakers  at  1230 
Valencia  Street  (the  building  is  now  El 
Templo  de  la  Fc  Church).  The  Duggan’s 
lived  on  the  premises.  While  Hagan  had 
been  the  undertaker  of  the  indigent, 
Duggan  through  his  long  association  with 
labor  became  the  undertaker  of  the  work- 
ing class. 


In  1929  Duggan's  Funeral  Service  as 
it  was  now  known  moved  to  it  present 
location  at  17th  and  Albion  Streets. 
Duggan  acquired  the  building  from  Pacific 
Bell.  The  phone  company  had  used  the 
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facility  to  train  operators  in  the  use  of  the 
new  fangled  dial  system.  The  usually 
solidly  proletarian  Duggan  allowed  him- 
self a slight  aristocratic  indulgence  doing 
up  the  central  waiting  room  of  his  new 
facility  with  the  trappings  of  an  Irish  castle 
as  can  be  seen  in  the  photo  above. 

The  most  dramatic  event  in  Duggan’s 
history,  for  that  matter  in  San  Francisco 
history  occurred  five  years  later  during  the 
1934  General  Strike.  On  July  5lh  union 
men  Howard  Sperry  and  Nick  Bordoise 
were  shot  and  killed  (murdered  in  the 
opinion  of  the  strikers),  by  police  in  a day 
of  violent  confrontations  known  as 
“Bloody  Thursday.”  Four  days  latter  a 
contingent  of  40.000  accompanied  the 
bodies  of  the  two  men  up  Market  Street 
and  down  Valencia  to  Duggan's  for  the 
memorial  services.  The  police  were 
nowhere  in  sight;  traffic  was  directed  by 
longs  ho  re  mea 

Of  the  Duggan’s  five  children  William 
and  Richard,  following  their  mothers’  pro- 
fession, became  doctors.  Edwin,  Letitia 
(later  Letitia  Welch)  and  Leonard  contin- 
ued to  work  in  their  fathers  business.  In 
1959  Leonard  left  San  Francisco  and 
established  Duggan’s  Mission  Chapel  in 
Sonoma,  now  mn  by  his  daughter  Marilyn 
Casein. 

Unprophetic  words 

In  1963  Edwin  Duggan,  departed  under 
less  than  amicable  circumstances  and 
opened  tlie  Duggan  (as  opposed  to 
Duggan’s®)  Serra  Mortuary  in  Daly  City. 
As  a parting  shot  Edwin  told  the  family 
“This  place  will  close  down  in  six  months 
without  me.”  Bill  Welch,  Letitia’s.  son 
chuckled  as  he  repeated  Edwin's  remark 
36  years  later.  Last  year  Duggan  s had  300 
services,  both  cremations  and  traditional 
burials.  They  anticipate  about  330  to  340 
lliis  year  This  is  nearly  one  a day,  making 
them  not  only  the  most  long  lasting  but 
one  of  the  most  successful  Mission  busi- 
nesses. 

Bill  said  Duggan’s  clientele  have 
always  been  working  class  families  but 
like  other  things  in  San  Francisco,  funeral 
expenses  are  getting  beyond  their  reach. 
“When  I first  started  working  here  thirty' 
years  ago,  half  the  people  who  came  to  us 
were  union  members.  We’d  just  call  the 
union  and  ask  what  the  death  benefits  were 
and  price  accordingly.”  But  union  death 
benefits  haven’t  changed  much  since  then 
and  social  security  will  no  longer  pay  for 
funeral  expenses.  Still  Duggan's  prices 
have  stayed  lower  than  most,  starting  at 
$2200.  “Most  people  end  up  spending 
$4000  to  $4500  as  compared  to  $7000  or 
$8000  elsewhere,"  Bill  said. 

Duggan's  remains  a neighborhood 
enterprise  and  the  clientele  has  changed 
ethnically  for  Irish  and  Italian  to  Latino, 
Cliinese  and  a little  bit  of  everything  - the 
basic  Mission  demographic  A few  things 
remain  unchanged,  William  Hagan's  tin 
boxes  are  still  used  3 or  4 limes  a year  for 
international  shipping  to  countries  where 
there  will  be  no  observance  requiring  a 
more  formal  casket. 

Cremation  has,  surprisingly  risen  little 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  last  30  years 
increasing  from  24%  to  just  30%  today. 
“San  Francisco  is  a traditional  city,"  Bill 
said  by  way  of  explanation.  Well,  perhaps 
on  the  subject  of  life's  last  ritual,  but  oth- 
erwise no. 

In  1998  Bill  and  his  son  Steve  further 
expanded  the  family  business  by  taking 
over  the  College  Chapel  Mortuary  on  29th 
and  Dolores.  Whether  there  will  be  a sixth 
generation  to  cany  on  the  work  remains  to 
be  seea  Steve’s  kids.  James,  5 and  Eillen, 
7.  have  yet  to  express  a career  preference. 

Duggan^  Funeral  Service  is  located  at 
3434  1 7th  Street.  Phone  431-4900. 
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More  powerful  together 

Acupuncture  and  chiropractic  practice  offers  the  best  of  East  and  West 


by  vmiller 

The  Mission  is  home  base  for  alter- 
native culture  and  lifestyle  in  San 
Francisco  so  it’s  not  surprising  that 
it's  also  a neighborhood  that  abounds  in 
alternative  healthcare  practitioners  The 
joint  practice  of  acupuncturist  Pat  Mayo 
and  chiropractor  Doctor  Susan  Oyakawa 
tl\at  opened  in  September  1998,  is  one  of 
the  most  recent  examples. 

The  partnership  is  the  result  of  tluee 
surreptiUous  events.  An  established  chiro- 
practic practice  - some  of  our  readers  may 
remember  the  aging  giant  spine  in  front  of 
the  office  on  Valencia  near  25th  - was  up 
for  sale.  Oyakawa  was  an  associate  in  a 
downtown  chiropractic  center  and  looking 
to  set  out  on  her  own.  Mayo  had  just 
returned  from  a four-month  stint  in, 
Xiamen  China  where  she  had  been  the 
only  American  working  in  a Chinese  hos- 
pital. She  was  also  looking  for  an  office. 
Mutual  friends  put  the  two  of  them  togeth- 
er and  things  between  them  clicked.  The 
idea  of  being  able  to  walk  to  work  was 
appealing  to  both  women  who  live  just 
five  blocks  from  their  office.  There  is  also 
the  added  satisfaction  of  serving  tlie  sur- 
rounding community.  “I  like  to  see  people 
from  the  neighborhood.  That  makes  me 
very  happy.  Right  now  about  25%  of  our 
patients  come  from  tlie  Mission  but  I real- 
ly want  to  improve  on  that,”  said 
Oyakawa. 

Allliough  both  of  them  have  general 
practices  and  see  the  gamut  of  ailments 
from  asthma  to  arthritis,  each  of  them  has 
developed  specialized  skills  witliin  their 
respective  fields.  Oyakawa  has  a number 
of  patients  who  are  musicians  with  repeti- 


tive stress  injuries  and  says  that  is  an  area 
in  which  she'd  like  to  concentrate.  It's  also 
something  that  hits  close  to  home  since 
Oyakawa  is  a guitarist  with  a local  all 
woman  band  intriguingly  called  Chi  Chi 
Palace.  Mayo  has  for  the  past  two  years 
worked  at  the  San  Francisco  Kaiser 
Chronic  Pain  Clinic  and  has  built  up  good 
experience  in  pain  management. 

Both  women  said  repetitive  stress 
injuries,  a product  of  a dotcom  world,  are 
becoming  more  and  more  common  in  both 
their  practices.  There  are  of  course  the 
usual  and  unusual  job  related  physical 
traumas  to  deal  with.  One  patient  of 
Oyakawa 's  who  is  just  4' 10”  has  the 
daunting  task  of  closing  doors  on  commer- 
cial jets.  “Life  is  repetitive  stress” 
Oyakawa  quipped. 

Oyakawa  said,  “I  always  knew  I want- 
ed to  be  involved  in  healing  but  I was  sure 
I didn’t  want  to  be  a medical  doctor  or  a 
nurse.”  Surveying  the  options,  she  chose 
chiropractic.  Mayo  took  a less  direct  route 
to  acupuncture.  Starling  out  as  an  occupa- 
tional therapist,  she  moved  into  adminis- 
trative work,  serving  for  a time  as  the 
executive  director  of  the  Berkeley  Holistic 
Health  Center.  “But  after  a while  sitting 
beliind  a desk  was  beginning  to  affect  my 
health.”  she  said.  A very  positive  personal 
experience  with  acupuncture  and  a long- 
standing interest  in  Eastern  philosophy 
made  for  a logical  and  satisfying  career 
transition. 

Although  the  patient  usually  decides 
which  therapy  he  or  she  prefers,  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  cross  referral,  so  some 
patients  wind  up  getting  both  cliiropractic 
and  acupuncture  treatment.  “Sometimes 
the  two  are  more  powerful  together,” 
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Suan  Oyakawa  and  Pat  Mayo  Photo  by  Margaret  Yamasaki 


Oyakawa  noted.  Herbal  medicine  also 
often  plays  a role  in  the  therapy  of  each 
practitioner,  each  makes  use  of  the  Scarlet 
Sage  Herb  Company  conveniently  located 
just  down  the  street 

The  underlying  principles  of  acupunc- 
ture and  chiropractic,  balance  and  align- 
ment respectively,  are  remaikably  similar. 
Mayo  believes.  “The  whole  idea  behind 
acupuncture  is  to  bring  tlte  body  back  into 
balance.”  Tliis  is  not  so  different  in  out- 
look from  Oyakawa  s observation  that 


“Chiropractic  is  about  aligning  structure 
We  look  at  the  structure  of  the  spine  so  as 
to  allow  the  nervous  system  to  work  at  its 
full  potential.”  Obviously  these  two  heal- 
ing arts  and  these  two  healers  are  a good 
match. 

The  ojfices  of  Pat  Mayo  and  Susan 
Oyakawa  are  at  1364  Valencia.  Pat  Mayo 
can  be  contacted  by  phone  at  970-1084.  or 
by  e-mail  at . Susan  Oyakawa  can  reached 
by  phone  at  648-3327  and  by  fax  at  648- 
3171. 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6fh  & 1 7th) 

Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864*24  1 9 
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ear  Library  Lady,  / am  going  to  do 
a report  for  school  on  the  Mission 
District.  / am  supposed  to  write 
about  the  Mission  neighborhood  as  though 
I am  a journalist.  My  question  is;  are  there 
resources  at  the  library  that  pertain  specif- 
ically to  the  Mission? 

Thank  you.  Eugene 

Eugene,  it  looks  like  you'll  need  some 
statistics  as  well  as  some  descriptive  his- 
torical material.  The  Mission  branch  has 
great  resources  for  both. 

LL  Step  #1 : We  have  an  excellent  ref- 
erence collection  of  articles  and  reports 
specifically  on  the  Mission.  The 


December,  1994  issue  of  KQED’s  San 
Francisco  Focus  magazine  is  devoted  to 
the  story  of  the  Mission.  It  includes  inter- 
views with  people  active  in  the  life  of  the 
community.  San  Francisco 

Neighborhoods  Evolving  Economic 
Activities,  published  by  the  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department  in  1998  includes  a 
section  on  the  Missioa  A Plan  for  the 
Inner  Mission  published  by  tlie  San 
Francisco  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  in  1974  gives  a history  of  the 
Mission  dating  back  to  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. These  are  just  a few  of  the  many 
resources  that  we  have  on  the  Mission. 

LL  Step  #2:  We  have  a brand  new 
historical  photo  archive  called  Shades  of 
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A policeman’s  funeral  (1915)  from  the  Shades  of  the  Mission  Project 


the  Mission,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of 
donors  who  brought  us  their  personal  pho- 
tographs last  March.  The  photos  were  then 
copied  for  the  archive  and  the  donors  went 
home  that  day  with  their  collections. 

The  focus  of  the  archive  is  the  photos, 
but  they  do  come  with  some  documenta- 
tion that  will  give  you  an  even  clearer  idea 
of  the  Mission  District  and  its  history. 

Eugene,  what  is  so  wonderful  about 
this  collection  is  that  it  is  a great  visual  his- 
tory of  this  ever-changing  community  that 
is  like  it’s  own  town  within  a city.  The 
archive’s  collection  dates  back  to  the  turn 
of  the  century  with  photos  from  Irish- 
American  families  in  from  of  their  homes 
and  picnicking  in  Dolores  Park.  One  photo 
shows  a family  encampment  in  Dolores 
Park  after  the  1906  earthquake. 

Later  photographs  show  a Greek  fam- 
ily picnicking  on  San  Bruno  Mountain,  a 
Lutheran  school  photo  from  the  early  part 
of  the  century,  and  a French  family  during 
tlie  1920's.  One  former  fireman  brought 
photos  of  the  house  where  he  was  bom 


back  in  1916.  It  was  the  same  liouse  that 
his  mother  had  been  bom  in.  Many  school 
photos  show  the  Mission’s  children 
through  the  years. 

Although  most  photographs  focus  on 
life  in  the  Mission,  some  were  taken  in 
other  countries,  other  states,  before  fami- 
lies moved  to  the  Missioa  One  photo 
shows  a family  driving  back  through 
Mexico  during  the  1950s  fora  visit  to  their 
native  El  Salvador.  Photos  show  Italian 
bakeries,  Latino  arts  organizations. 
Mission  High  School,  and  tlie  Community 
Music  Center  over  the  years.  Come  check 
out  the  archive  and  tell  your  teacher  about 
it,  too! 

Happy  New  Year! 

Predictions  for  the  millennium  at  the 
Mission  Branch  Library: 

TheEhdOfThe  World,  St  Martins ftess,  1999, 

The  Complete  Prophecies  Of  Nostradamus, 
CroNvn,  1994. 
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Resistance  to  GM  food  grows 


In  July  1998.  I wrote  an  article  for  the 
News,  which  discussed  the  issues  of 
genetically  modified  (GM)  food.  In  the 
article  1 described  the  concern  many  peo- 
ple in  Europe  were  having  over  this  type  of 
food  in  comparison  with  the  USA. 

Since  then,  things  have  begun  to 
change.  The  major  producers  of  genetical- 
ly modified  food  now  have  to  pay  more 
attention  to  public  opinion  and  politicians 
are  now  asking  for  greater  accountability 
from  the  companies  involved.  Until 
recently  tlie  major  companies  were  able  to 
have  things  pretty  much  their  own  way.  It 
is  a good  thing  that  these  changes  are 
occurring,  but  there  are  many  questions 
that  still  need  to  be  answered  before  we 
can  be  sure  that  GM  food  is  safe.  It  may 
turn  out  that  genetically  modified  food  will 
lead  to  increases  in  productivity,  diminish 
the  need  for  pesticides,  and  allow  us  to 
feed  an  ever-increasing  population.  But.  it 
could  also  turn  out  that  by  changing  the 
genetic  structure  of  certain  plants  it  could 
lead  to  cross  fertilization  with  non-geneti- 
cally  modified  plants  which  could  have  a 
devastating  effect  on  the  ecology  of  plant 
life  which  has  taken  millions  of  years  to 
evolve. 

For  maity  of  us.  our  immediate  emo- 
tional reaction  to.the  tampering  of  genes  in 
plants  and  animals  is  one  of  horror. 
However.  America  also  has  more  implicit 
faith  in  Science  and  Medicine  and  the  right 
to  experiment  with  nature  than  many  other 
countries.  However,  is  it  right  to  tamper 
with  nature  in  this  way?  It  brings  up  an 
important  question  that  has  been  asked 
many  times:  how  far  should  we  go  in  con- 
trolling and  affecting  the  processes  of 
nature?  From  the  building  of  huge  dams, 
which  change  the  environment  of  large 
areas  of  land,  to  the  use  of  nuclear  power 
which  creates  tons  of  waste  radiation  and 
cannot  be  effectively  disposed  of.  to  the 
use  of  toxic  pesticides  and  herbicides  in 
agriculture,  what  is  the  limit? 
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It  is  interesting  that  in  Europe  there 
has  been  more  resistance  to  the  use  GM 
food.  Not  long  ago  in  Ireland,  protesters 
were  demonstrating  about  this  issue  and 
stating  that  experimental  fields  of  GM 
crops  were  far  too  close  td  other  plants. 
They  were  actually  tearing  up  the  plants 
and  when  the  police  arrived,  an  officer 
went  to  stop  tliem  and  in  so  doing  he 
destroyed  some  of  the  plants  by  treading 
on  them.  When  it  was  commented  on  that 
he  was  doing  this,  he  continued  to  tread  on 
them  stating  he  couldn't  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  what  he  was  doing  while  perform- 
ing his  duty! 

Not  only  do  Americans  have  more 
faith  in  Science  and  Medicine  - Americans 
consume  more  drugs  than  any  other  west- 
ern nation  - there  is  also  a greater  intoler- 
ance to  the  destruction  of  property,  espe- 
cially that  of  powerful  corporations.  In  the 
US,  the  police  often  use  violent  methods  to 
quell  illegal  demonstrations  against  pri- 
vate property.  So  they  would  probably 
respond  aggressively  to  impromptu 
demonstrations  like  the  ones  in  Europe. 

What  we  are  seeing  is  a struggle  of 
many  competing  forces.  The  inevitable  use 
of  scientific  technology  that  promises 
huge  commercial  gains  for  powerful  com- 
panies versus  the  hope  of  scientific  and 
economic  advances  that  could  help  us  win 
the  challenge  of  feeding  the  world’s  popu- 
lation. Marty  people  feel  that  nature’s  bal- 
ance is  being  threatened  as  a result  of  per- 
sonal and  financial  motives. 

The  important  thing  is  to  do  more 
research  to  be  very  cautious.  Mankind  has 
made  and  is  continuing , to  make  enough 
mistakes  with  nature,  which  once  done, 
caiuiot  be  undone.  We  carmot  afford  to 
make  these  mistakes. 

Richard  Pitt.  Director  of  the  Pacific 
Academy  of  Homeopathy  and  Health 
Educator,  can  be  contacted  at  (415)  695- 
8200. 


City  College  of  San  Francisco 
YOUR  LINK  TO  THE  FUTURE 


It's  just  $11  per  unit*  for  Spring  2000 

day  and  evening  credit  courses  starting 
January  18  at  the  Mission  Campus  (106  Bartlett  Street). 

NEW!  NEW!  NEW! 

Saturday  classes  begin  January  22  at  the  Mission  Campus. 

Plus  all  noncredit  courses  are  FREE! 


Space  is  available  in  many  day,  evening  and  Saturday  credit  classes 
(see  partial  listing  below).  Walk-in  registration  for  new  students  will  take 


place  from  January  3 through  12  at  50  Phelan  Ave.  Apply  Now! 

'Credit  cuunvs  lire  just  SI  1 per  unit  for  dll  California  residents,  with  or  without  bachelor's 
graduate  degrees. 

or 

SAMPLING  OF  CREDIT  COURSES 

CRN  No./Credit  Course  Title 

Days 

Times  Address/Room  | 

)4372 

Ancient  Art  of  Latin  America 

Sal 

9:30a.m.-12;30km. 

106 

33589 

Child  Growth  & Development 

Sal 

9 A.M.-12  NOON 

TBA 

34471 

Computer  Skills  for  Multimedia 

MW 

6-9  KM, 

412 

31423 

Digital  Printing  & Publishing 

MW 

6-9  I’M. 

I09B 

34378 

Digital  Printing  & Publishing 

TTh 

9 A.M.-I2  NOON 

I09B 

32976 

ESL  Composition  (Intermediate) 

T 

6:.^O-9;30  KM.  3351  23rd  St. 

32970 

ESL  Grammar  (Advanced) 

W 

6:30-9:30  l',.M.  3351  23rd  St. 

32963 

ESL  Reading/Vocabulary  (Elementary) 

TTh 

6:30-9  KM.  3351  23rd  St. 

30232 

Product  Finishing  (Printing  Bindery) 

W 

1:30-4:30  km. 

301  1 

SAMPLING  OF  FREE  NONCREDIT  COURSES 

CRN  No./Noncredit  Course  Title 

Days 

Times  Address/Room  | 

42508 

Building  Individual  Websites 

M-F 

11:30  A.M, -12:30  KM. 

407 

42504 

Building  Individual  Websites 

TTh 

3-5:30  KM. 

414 

42507 

Business  Communications 

M-F 

8:30-9:30  A.M. 

414 

40125 

Business  Graphics 

M-F 

9:30-10:30  a.m. 

414 

41964 

Computer  Applications 

MW 

12:30-3  KM. 

412 

42525 

Computers  Adult  Basic  Education 

TTh 

3-5:30  KM. 

409 

40110 

Database  (Access)  (Begins  2/22) 

M-F 

10:30  A.M.-12:30  km. 

409 

40062 

Desktop  Publishing  (Beginning) 

M-F 

12:30-3  KM. 

414 

41230 

Graphic  Arts  on  Mac 

TTh 

1:30-3:30  KM. 

412 

40308 

Keyboarding  (All  Levels) 

M-F 

8:30-10:30  a.m. 

416 

40309 

Keyboarding  (All  Levels) 

M-F 

10:30  A,M.-12:30  km. 

416 

42498 

Office  Technology 

M-F 

10:30  a,m.-12:30  km. 

405 

41226 

Offset  Press  Operations 

MW 

8:30  a.m.-I;30km. 

301 

41227 

Offset  Press  Operations 

TTh 

8:30  a.m.-1:30  km. 

301 

41228 

Offset  Press  Operations 

MW 

6-10  KM. 

301 

41229 

Pre* Press  Production 

M 

1:30-5:30  km. 

301 

SAMPLING  OF  FREE  ESL  NONCREDIT  CLASSES 

CRN  No./Noncredit  ESL  Course  Title 

Days 

Times  Address/Room  | 

42586 

Beginning  1-4  Multilevel 

Sal 

9 A.M.-2  KM. 

226 

40557 

Beginning  Low  2 

M-Th 

2:30-5  KM. 

410 

42468 

Beginning  High  3-4  Intensive 

M-Th 

2:30-5  KM. 

108 

40090 

Citizenship 

MW 

4:30-7  KM. 

302 

40087 

Citizenship 

TTh 

12:30-3  KM, 

312 

41455 

Citizenship 

TTh 

1-3:30  KM.  225  30ih  St.  I 

41456 

Citizenship 

TTh 

4:30-7  KM. 

302  1 

41457 

Citizenship 

TTh 

7-9:30  KM.  3351  23rd  St..  204  1 

41324 

Computers  (Introduction) 

M-Th 

5-6:15  KM.  2929  19th  St.  I 

Intermediate  5—8  Multilevel 

Sal 

9 a.in.-2  km. 

308 

42461 

Intermediate  S-8  Multilevel 

M-Th 

12:30-3  KM. 

405 

42568 

intermediate  5-8  Multilevel 

M-Th 

2:30-5  KM. 

106 

40461 

Listening  Beginning  High 

M-Th 

12:30-1:45  KM. 

305 

40469 

Literacy  A 

M-Th 

7-9:30  KM. 

400 

40467 

Literacy  A 

M-F 

12:30-2:30  KM. 

408 

40466 

Literacy  A 

M-F 

10:30  a.m.-I2:30  KM. 

408 

40468 

Literacy  A 

M-Th 

5:45-7  KM. 

400 

40470 

Literacy  B 

M-F 

10:30  a.m.-12:30  km. 

110 

40471 

Literacy  B 

M-Th 

7-9:30  KM. 

204 

40460 

Native  Language  Literacy 

M-Th 

7-9:30  KM. 

405 

40444 

Native  Language  Literacy 

M-Th 

5:45-7  KM. 

408 

41459 

Native  Language  Literacy 

M-F 

8:30-10:30  A.M. 

408 

40456 

Reading  Beginning  Low 

M-Th 

12  noon-I:I5  P.M.  2929  19th  St.  I 

42462 

Speaking  Beginning  Low 

M-Th 

12:30-1:45  KM. 

209  1 

40460 

Writing  Beginning  Low 

M-Th 

12  nOON-1:15  KM.  2929  19th  St.  I 

40459 

Writing  Beginning  Low 

M-Th 

12:30-1:45  KM. 

110 

42S63 

Writing  Beginning  Low 

M-Th 

5:45-7  PM. 

404 

40462 

Writing  Beginning  High 

M-Th 

5:45-7  PM. 

226 

You 

can  enroll  in  FREE  Noncredit 

Courses  just  by  attending  class  at  1 

any  time  during  the  the  Spring  Semester. 


For  more  information  call  415.550.4384 

Visit  the  CCSF  website  at  http://www.ccsf.org 

Ask  also  about  the  new  FAST  TRACK 
DECREE  PROGRAM  for  WORKING  ADULTS 
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The  Whistler 


16th  & Valencia 


I felt  the  water  rising  from  the  deep  and 
the  dead  rising  from  their  sleep 
blowing  on  the  conch  shell  of  life. 

I blessed  the  maids  the  waitresses 
the  waiteis  the  nortertos  trios 
the  blind  guitar  player  the  flower  sellers 
the  homeless  addicted  prophet 
the  unclothed  poetic  visionary 
strutting  the  sidewalks  and 
I knew  it  was  the  last  call. 


Entre  Parentesis 

Me  sienlo  en  una  mesa  de  caf^ 

Y pasar  la  gente 

For  la  callc  de  la  discordia 
(la  dies  y seis). 

Las  nubes  de  polmo  denaman 
Traslucidos  granos  de  plata  flna  ' 

Y una  rosa  de  niigrana 
Baila  con  la  lifaga. 


When  the  w histler  returns  to  the  Agency, 
Whistling  his  oddball  homemade  tune, 
Dow  n the  last  corridor 
to  tlie  Control  Room. 

Tl»en  the  walls  do  not  shoot, 
the  floors  fry. 

Or  squirt  acid  in  your  eye. 


1 saw  Jack  Micheline 
on  the  comer  of  16th  & Valencia 
reciting  Skinny  Dynamite  and 
he  was  angry 

and  the  next  day  he  was  dead 
on  the  last  BART  train  to  Concord 
and  maybe  that's  wl^  he  was  angiy. 


Firm  tire  trapdoors  hold 
beneath  his  shoes. 

The  tigers  do  not  leap 
from  the  upper  room. 

The  spiders  grin  and  pop  a shrooiTL 

Then  the  wicked  servant  armchairs  rise. 
They  leap  to  tire  chutes 
to  secret  submarines. 

The  Itands  walk  on  tlte  keys 
The  submarines  do  freeze 
Gravity  lightens, 
all  floats  up  in  air. 

Nor  food  eat 
Nor  strain 
Nor  care 

Messiah  © 2000 


I met  Harold  Norse 

shuffling  around  in  a beaten  world 

his  pockets  filled  with  poems 

only  hipsters  read 

It’s  a cesspool  out  here  he  sighed 

before  retreating  to  the  Albion  Hotel 

where  angels  honeycomb 

the  walls  with  dreams  and 

the  rent  is  paid  with  angry  poems. 

I heard  Oscar  Zeta  Acosta  brown  buffalo 

footsteps  pounding 

the  Valencia  Corridor 

shouting  poetry  at  the  sick  junkies 

nodding  with  their  wasted  whores 

in  the  lobby  of  the  Hotel  Royan 

the  Mission's  finest 

and  even  the  furniture  was  angry. 


VAUlfCXA  dT.  MVdCLC 


b2H3t0  OR  WVWVAUNClASTRBTMOSatCOW 

*10CAI  RtSlPtWTS  ONLY  Offer  expires  2/1/00 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BEN  EHTS 

Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs).  Small  Busines.sand  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 
Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Perceni^e  Rate  Fixed* 

• For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Purpose  of  Loan 
Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


^ (Hi 


IMNN  Of  CflHlOM 
OC  CAUFORNIff 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  m 1 937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  praciicei.  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


They  were  carving  iheir  niche 
in  the  concrete 

swearing  to  take  back  La  Missioa 
They  were  tired  of  dying  for  their  own 
chuck  of  nothing. 

They  would  not  be  denied 
the  naked  walls  of  hotel  rooms 
the  blazing  fire  of  morning 
or  the  prismatic  light  of  night. 


He  visto  esas  cams  (mortesinas) 
Antes 

Mas  no  recuerdo  sus  antcccdentes. 
Caras  que  se  repiten 
En  esla  blanca  oscuridad 
Hasta  el  infinito. 

Max  Perez  © 2000 

Between  Parentheses 


They  were  marching  fists  raised  and 
voiced  loud  like  lightening  before  thunder 
and  I joined  with  them  in  battle. 

And  we  were  a freight  train 
a careening  bus  crazy  out  of  control 
a battleship  and  every  porthole  filled 
with  anger. 

And  we  were  going  to  stay  angry. 

And  we  were  not  leaving. 

Not  ever  leaving. 

El  coraz6n  del  corazon  de  La  Mision. 


I sit  at  a caf6  table 
And  watch  people  pass 
In  the  disagreeable  street 
(the  ten  to  six). 

Lead  clouds  drip 
Translucent  grains  of  fine  silver 
And  one  intricate  rose 
Dances  with  a gust  of  wind. 

I have  seen  these  faces  (fading  lifeless) 
Before 

I could  recall  their  histories. 

Faces  that  replicate 
In  this  blank  obscurity 
Infinitely. 

Max  Perez  © 2000 


Send  your  poetry  submission  to  La  Huerfana,  New  Mission 
News,  111  Valencia  St.,  San  Francisco  CA  94110. 
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• Botanas 


4$ 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


16th  Caff  It. 


energy 
vitality 
balance 
fl  o w 


1364  Valencia  St.  TeI:(4I5)648-3327 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10  Fax:(415)648-3171 


acupuncture 
herbal  medicine 
health  counseling 
a unique  Mend  of  Eaet  with  west 

PATMAYO,  MS, LAC 

1364  Valencia  San  Francioco.  CA  94110 

(415)  970-1064 

patmayo^aol.com 
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Robert  Leaver 


DOS  MIL 

As  we  enter  the  new  millennium  one 
can’t  help  but  think  historically,  as  in 
where  have  we  been  and  where  are  we 
going?  Musically,  we  stand  at  a very  inter- 
esting moment  in  lime,  Access  to  music,  or 
anything  cultural,  is  greater  than  ever,  the 
Internet  assures  us  of  an  infinite  number  of 
possibilities  in  this  regard. 

The  problem  the  enthusiast  now  faces 
is  that  there  is  so  much  music  available  in 
any  and  every  genre  that  no  one  can  possi- 
bly hear  it  all.  The  advent  of  the  compact 
disc  and  digital  recording  technologies 
ensured  that  the  sheer  volume  of  record- 
ings would  increase  exponentially.  And 
now  faced  with  an  overwhelming  amount 
of  music  the  consumer  must  decide. 
Competition  is  fierce  for  space  on  tlie 
shelves  of  record  stores,  for  radio  play  and 
cyber  links.  The  media  outlets  are  over- 
loaded and  publicity  and  marketing  plays  a 
more  crucial  role  in  reaching  the  con- 
sumer. For  musicians  and  record  compa- 
nies the  stakes  are  higher  but  the  odds  of 
hitting  the  jackpot  are  slimmer 

This  change  in  the  “market”  has 
changed  the  industry  of  entertainment. 
When  something  becomes  popular  now  a 
larger  number  of  imitators  appear  and 
more  quickly  than  before.  Buena  Vista 
Social  Club  (American  guitarist  Ry 
Cooder’s  presentation  of  classic  Cuban 


music  played  by  aged  veterans)  sells  a mil- 
lion and  suddenly  the  market  is  flooded 
with  multiple  CDs  by  everyone  who  par- 
ticipated. Twenty  other  groups  playing 
similar  styles  and  thousands  of  releases 
from  many  different  countries,  repackag- 
ing music  that  had  already  been  available, 
flood  the  market  Here  now  is  a list  of 
some  Cuban  CDs  from  1999  that  stand 
out; 

Compay  Segundo  Calle  Salud 
Francisco  Aguabella/4^a  de  Cuba 
Adalberto  Alvarez  yugowfo  con  Candela 
Afro-Cuban  Jazz  Project 

Ochoa  y Cuarteto  Patiia  Sublim  Itusion 

All  music  results  from  a combination 
of  people,  instruments,  voice,  rhythm, 
melody,  ar^l  hannoity  . Most  sty  les  develop 
from  mixing  aspects  of  oilier  pre-existing 
styles.  Tlie  Cuban  “son”,  as  heard  on  the 
Buena  Vista  recording,  developed  early 
this  century  mixing  African  denved  per- 
cussion with  the  Spanish  and  French 
derived  music  of  polite  society.  Initially 
this  mixture  was  seen  by  many  as  scan- 
dalous. Mambo  became  popular  in  the  for- 
ties and  fifties  as  American  swing  bands  - 
which  were  originally  influenced  by  Latin 
music,  influenced  Latin  big  bands. 

The  melody  for  “Twist  and  Shout” 
can  be  heard  in  old  Cuban  recordings 


modern  times  bookstore 

see  our  web  site  for  a full  calendar 


January  Readings; 

Bilingual  Children’s  Story  Hour 
Madame  Bovary  Study  Group 
Fiction  & Poetry  Readings 
Lecture  on  Jazz 
and  morel 


28  years  of  independent  bookselling 


888  Valencia  Street  @ 20th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


being  played  on  flute.  The  “Bo  Diddley” 
rhythm,  long  used  in  rock  n*  roll,  is  the 
same  as  the  Cuban  “clave”  (3-2.  or  2-3) 
which  has  been  tlie  rhythmic  base  of  most 
Cuban  music  since  the  nventies. 

Ska  developed  in  Jamaica  as  musi- 
cians listened  to  American  rhythm  n’  blues 
on  the  radio.  They  tried  to  copy  it  but 
added  their  own  twist  on  the  bass  lines 
since  the  poor  reception  obscured  that 
instrument.  Rock  Steady,  the  precursor  to 
reggae  then  developed  as  they  slowed 
dow  n tlie  tempo  of  ska  and  tried  to  imitate 
the  vocal  harmony  groups  of  American 
soul  Jamaicans  brought  reggae  with  them 
to  England  and  later  groups  like  the  Police 
or  UB40  arose  out  of  that  influence, 
Jamaican  DJs  brought  their  sound  systems 
to  the  Bronx  where  they  MC’ed  over  the 
records  they  played  and  African 
Americans  picked  up  this  technique  and 
developed  their  own  style  of  rapping  over 
records. 

Now,  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  mil- 


Hey  Birders! 

Cheryl  Bentley,  who  writes  a 
monthly  column  on  Telegraph 
Hill’s  parrots,  is  researching  the 
canary-winged  parrots  of  Noe 
Valley  and  the  Mission.  If  you 
have  any  information  as  to 
roosting  sites,  the  bird’s  favorite 
feeding  areas,  daily  routes,  and 
history,  please  contact  her  at 
cheryl(gslip.net,  tel.  392-4081. 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


5PECIAUZED  (. 

/ 

SCHWINN 

TREK 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  — All  Makes  and  Models 


Mon-5at  10-^,  Thufs  10-7,  $un  104; 


1065Valeh^ 

550-6600  ^ales)  5504601  (Repairs) 


lennium,  one  can  hear  a diversity  of 
sounds.  Indian  tablas  in  a “rave”  . Nigerian 
Afro-Beat  sampled  for  a “house”  cut 
Traditional  Indian  ragas  or  film  music  in  a 
reggae  “dub”  cut.  and  Congolese  youth  in 
Paris  rapping  in  French  with  soukous  gui- 
tar breaks  Clucanos  from  East  LA  playing 
guitar-based  rock  with  soul  influences, 
break  beats  with  bossa  nova,  and  soaring 
Arabic  vocals  and  percussion  over  a reg- 
gae rhythm  Central  American  cumbia 
with  a “house”  beau  a Senegalese  band 
playing  salsa,  or  a Cuban  salsa  cut  with  a 
reggae  dub  intro  and  a ragga-rap  break 
(Adalberto  Alvarez’  latest) 

As  cultures  rub  against  each  other  and 
mix,  and  people  throughout  die  world 
become  more  aware  of  other  cultures,  fas- 
cinating hybrids  emerge.  The  musical 
landscape  can  be  confusing  with  so  many 
styles  and  sub-styles  but  one  can  also  find 
common  threads  connecting  across.  Dizzy 
Gillespie  said  he  imagined  a day  when  all 
music  comes  together,  I think  that  day  has 
arrived. 
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DON'I  g[  FOOLED  OV  OIOER  FlUMING  STORES'  DISCODRT  CORPOHS! 

fine  CustoETi  framing  & Gallery  Ihc  Lorgcsl  Seleclion  of  Readymade  frames  in  $an  francisco 

fxperf  Piciure  framing 
Ihal  Works  wifh  /our  Arf! 


Beveled 

Mirror 

Sale 

24”  X 36” 

$3995 


934  Valencia  al  20lli  street 


Up  to  24"  X 
361ncludee  frame. 
lll||T  PnrPIll  f^ounting,  wire  & 

flA  UrtL  AL  *^ook&  fvletal  Frames 

11m  I Ul  LUint  only.  Mon-Friday  only. 
Expires  Jan  3,  2000  Limit  2 per  customer. 


Sll  TH[  BIST  fRAMIIIE  IN  ^ FRANCISCO!" 

frame6@back2pic'ture.com 
www.back2picture.com 

telephone:  (415)  626-2321 
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1 7th  & Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  Wpm 


3071  1 6th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 
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